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PREFACE

Enqlish is a universal lanquaqe, spoken by about 7

rni].lion people	 Factq which e<plains in sume way t.he

introducf...on of this languaqe in the stud y s plans of the

different careers t.hat the UTPL.. offers in it.s Conventional

System as we]. 1 as in its Open or at-a--I)istance Systern

However 1	we believe that t.he	 t.eachinq-iearninq

process appiied has many c:onnotations	 Becauseq ordinariiy

the students thai: take and approve this subiect and a

qreat number of the unes who decide upon the Enqlish

L..ic::enciature 1 show defficiencies in oral cornrnunication

It is supposed s by sorne wel l--inforrned peopie that the

learnin g of Enq 1 .ish and other no native lanquaqes on lv can

be acquired by living in the country where the languaqe is

spol.::en.	 Althouqh such opinion has det.errnined foundation

is not total ly true 1 because it exc ludes other mechan isms

and forms of learn.inq fore.iqn lanquaqes which can be

extrernely vaivab1e

In our environrnent 1 with the creat.ion of the Open



Universityl the use of the audio--cassette l as a necessary

mechnism in Enqlish teaching	 as inclucied; we are

interested	 thenl in 'finding cut and identifyinq to what

extent such mechanism has produc:ed the desired resu1ts

x 



1 NTRODUCT ION

(t the present time, the use of technolaqy has been

extended around the world, and the stressed emphasis in

learn:inçj to speak a foreign languaqe has been carr:ied to an

extensive usage c:f rnechanic machines in order to reqistrat.e

and reproduce the sound thereforeq it is necessary to

st.ud y in detail the educationai advant.ages of applyinq such

a technoloqy in the teaching of foreiqn lanquaqes

Wc have carefully revieed the previous rcsearch work

made in the Lanquage Facu].t y of the Universidad Técnica

Particular de Laja with the purpose of deter-mining the

relation of our work with other similar ones formerly

elaborated. We have found that the usaqeaf the audio-

cassette in the teaching of Enqlish in the Open Universityq

has not been investiqated in those works neither is there

ariy referenc::e to the mentioned subject; for these reasons

our planned research intends to contrihute to the solution

of thc oral communication prohlems faced b y the Enqiish

teaching in the at--a--distance system of the Universidad

Téc:riica Particular de Loja	 through the discoverinq of the

xii



advantaqes ¿4nd disadvantaqes of the usaqe of pre-recorded

c:asset.tes

The	 present research work will focus	 on	 the

advantaqes and disadvantaqes of the audio-visual

instrurnentsq specifical ly the audio-cassette as a rneans to

improve t.he student s oral expression ¿md as an educat.ionai

support in t.he teachinq--iearning process irnplernented by the

Open linversity of ti-'e Universidad Técnica Particular de

Loj ¿4

Wc believe that the t.heme proposed here THE USE OF

THE AUDIO-CASSETTE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF ORAL COMNUNICATION

IN ENGLISH OF THE STUDENTS ENROLED IN THE AT-A-DISTANCE

SYSTEM	 is of qreat irnportance within the educational

field	 spec ial ly within the at-a-distance systernq since

throuq h it it could be poss:i..ble to answer sorne questions

about the nature and trascendence of the audio-cassette in

the process of teachinçj and iearninçj a second languaqe

Therefore 9 sorne eiernentsq such as the process of

production	 of	 a suitable	 educational	 systern1	 the

I:idirect.ionality of the rnessacie	 t.eachers and students

creativity developrnentE self-evaluation . possibiiities 1 etc

wili be coiisirjered and studied in the research that we

atternpt to carry on

Wc consider tha.t the defficiencies in the developrnent

of cornrnunicative cornpetence in the Enqlish students are due

fo methodoioqicai factors ¿md to the inadequate resources

to propiciate the oral cornrnunication deve1oprnent

iii



The problem that arised our attention then , ould

explained throucjh the answers to questionsq suc.h as

1. To what extent does the use of pre-recorded cassettes

incide on E.nclish Teachinc, and specific::ai l y in the

development of ¡he oral c:omrnun:ication abi lity of the

Peritaje students in the at-a--distance system?

2. Tohat extent tha audio-cassette produces didactic

effects similar to those of the teacher in presential

teac: hin n?

3 LJhat advantacies of didactic and economic order does the

audio-cassette have in relation to other audio-visual

aid s?

In order tu develop our work, we prepared a precise

survey, to be applied t.o the students of the 5th and 6th

levels of Peritaje of almost al]. the Associated Centers of

Ecuador. We have quested around 200 students of Peritaje,

and hased c:n the results obtained it has heen possible for

us to conduct the present research It has been necessary

Lo analyzeq judqeq and apply t.he audio-cassette to extract

thé most outstanding features in order to find the hect

methodoloqy to be introduced in the cassettes used for the

students of the Open Liniversity.

1 is o	 this investiciation was done throucth the use of

inciuests	 LIrveysq	 interviews,	 arid	 a	 deep	 field

resea rc h

xiv



o
OBJECT 1 VES
	 m

1	 General Objectjvesg

1,1. To establish the advantaqes and disadvant.cies of

the usage of technoioqicai rneans particular].y

the audio-cassette,, in the Eng:Lish teachinc-

learninq procees throuqh the at--a--distance system

of st.udies,	 -

12. To evaluate the results obtained in the oral

cornrnunicat:i.on field in the at-a--distance systern

by the irnpiernentation of the audio-cassette as an

educational aid

2, Specific Obiectives

21. To identify the vari..ous steps foliowd in the

production of the rnessaqe delivered throuqh the

cassette desicjned for the at--a--distance system.

2.2 To measure the results obta.ined by the students

of Peritaje in oral cornmunication throuqh the

usaqe of the audio--cassette,

2.3 To distinquish the different deqrees of ability

in oral cornrnunication acquired by students who

have used the audio-cassette, in comparison with

athers who he.ve learned Enqlish throuqh sorne

other rneans.

> y



24. TCD dernanstrate, with the h1p of a SUrVey, the

validity of the audio-instrumentsq jfl the

learninq of Enqiish at-a-distance.
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1. BRIEF ACCOUNT OF AT-A-DISTANCE SYSTEN OF STUDIES

FOUNDATION IN ECUADOR,

efore the challene that the present necessities

impased .in the economic social and cultural arder and

hecause of the dynamics of rnoderri iife 1 in which distances

ale beinq shartened 	 and t.hanks to tbe technological

advance in the ficid of camrnunication, appears the

necessity of at-a-distance studies, in which, with fe

resaurces, qreat results rniqht be abtained by reachinci the

educat.ionaliy isolated population at ¿Ui 1ev .ls At-a--

distance studies ¿re presented now as a new didactic

al ternative of teacher-student interaction by means of the

rnodern canceptions of technaloqy in social cammunication

The need of teachin q at-a-distance in our present

society is founded upan both, ecanami.c and technicai

reasans

From the economic point of vie', it becomes

irnpossihle tó attend the massive dernand of education that

requires an increase in the number of teachers c iassroorns,

didactic means and financ:iai resources altays exicjuous in



the educative budget. 	 1 her efor e a system o
	 TE C

educatian	 and the possibiii.ty that the mass of the

population	 which actual ly stands heyond the scope of

educ:ational proqrams could sirnultaneousiy study at horno and

do professionai works thanl::s to the technoloqicai

communicative proqress and to the fact that the t.eacher

cou].d t.each at-a--d.istance couid be the answer.

From the educational tec:hnoloqy viowpointq present

educativo currents are canfronted to the chal lencje of a new

pedaqociyq with new directrixes that leave the riqid

traditional frame of the c].assroorn and come to the student

who wishes to accompi ish a personal ful fi]. lment

The search of new alternati.ves ta encouraqe the

educational process in our present society, has had a

historic answer in. the Universidad Tcn.ica. Particular de

Loja, when on September 2, 1976, the H Consejo Gubernativo

decided upan the creatian of the Open liniversity or

"Studies at-a-distance" , and by the first time in the

country, on October 1976, started the at-a-distance system

to attend an irnperious necessity of so many peapie that the

traditional system had mantained out of the benefits of

hiqher Education

In Ecuador, for peopie who work or uve in the rural

areas as wel 1 as for people who 1 ive in the cities but for

soveral reasons are also unable to attend classes, the at-

a-distance system has becorne the only alternative to reach

an Acadomic deqree in Education
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The Open Universit y meets the student where he lives

in his place of work, or at home vhic:h is converted into a

Jniversity Workshop	 For all the abo ye and because it is

ithin the ec:onomi..c reach of any person who earns the

mínimum wage,	 the Open University Syst.em makes	 the

principie	 of "equal opportunity for educat.ion"	 come

throuqh

OBJECTIVES OF THE AT-A-DISTANCE SYSTEN OF STUDIES

GENERAL OBJECTIVES

To offer a true and applicable opportunity for ah

toards a hiqher education

To cont.ribute to the freedom of ecuadorians by means of

thei..r oii cultural promotion

- To qive a feasibie solution to the increasinq probiem of

ayer popuiation in hiqher education

To reach the peopie who, because of work geoc4raphical

iocation or social and economic condit.ions , can not

at.tend regular ciasses

To contribute, nationjide to the cultural, scientific

and technicai promotion of individuais by heipinq them

to speed up the process of comminq out from

underdevelopment

SPECIFIC DEL1ECTIVES

-- To impiement teachinçj-iearninçj methods in a dynamic

process of experimentation and creativity,
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To deveiop qood habits of .investiqation ¿md study '.hich

i11 contribute to the betterrnent of the student's

personal character.

To facilit.at.e the development of critical capacity which

i1 1 contribute to shape the new man that Ecuador needs.

- To produce competent professionals in education ¿md in

other Carriers that the actual situation of the country

neecis

To develop nev teachinq methods which would provide a

hoi.istic approach •for the formation of as many teachers

as Ecuador needs

1- he Open University of t.he universidad Técnica

Particular de Lo j a is the only one .in Ecuador, which offers

hicjher education proqrams at-a-distance,

The Open University intends to impart scient:ific

extensive	 knoiedge	 throuqh bibiioqraphic and	 ficid

research.	 It also tr.ies to deveiop creativity	 and

oriçjinaiity in the student, by means of which the capacity

of analysis and synthesis is improved. it drives him to

creat.e a solidary relation with his Associated Center's

fei1os, The Open University I.s the oniy one that has made

the most for the democratization of teaching in the

country, •for it, tries to reach the student beyond the

scope of the traditional Liniversity at low fees.

Within the Opens liniversity philosophic principies,

it is found that personalization is fundamental, thus the

Open tJniversity promotes the student to move from spectator

to actor of his on education
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Therefore	 the Open University of LoJa of fers the

opportunity	 to everybody whc: pursues self	 promotion

req ardless of aqe sex or place of residence

The Open University, as at-a-distance system of

studies, dc:es not require the student' s attendance to

ciassesq thereforeq has becorne a valuable and effective

alternative for the cireat maiority of potential studentsq

who, for different reasonsq don' t have the opportunity to

do it :in a present.ial system

This new ait.ernative o pened the doors of hiqher

education at all ieveis	 teachers1 housewives, parentsq

etc. Now they have the cireat opportunity to çjet a

profess:Lonai degree wi..th all the riqhts given by the haw,

without campehhinci attendnce to presencial classes

From that paint of view, the UAL offers a major

service to t.he country in as much as it has a national

coveraqe wh.ich qoes from the big cities to the smal lest and

most i..solated places in the country, imparting an integral

formation .including scient.ific knowledge and personahized

education which conceives the student as an individual with

his own character and personahity.
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2.. NATURE OF TEACHING LEARNING THROUGH AT-A-DISTANCE

SYSTEM OF STUDIES IN ECUADOR..

2.1. STF<UCTURE AND CAREERS THAT THE UAL OFFERS.

The aut.horities of the Upen liniversi..ty that

çjuide caordinateq and perfarm the d:Lfferent actions are:

General Director

Assistant Director

General Board of tee.c:hers

-- Technical councii

- Secretariat..

The Academic Orqanisms that the Upen University has

noadays areí the Faculty of Education and the Faculty of

L.anguaqes

The Faculty of Education is the Academic Linit that takes

the final responsability for the scientific and academic

leveis that are to be mantained by the teachers in each

subiect and in the at-a-ditance and in presence

eva].uations

The Facuity of Languages is the Academic Unit that



orqanizes and pertorms sith the carrespond	 ,Loryny,

programs at the leveis of "Peritaje"

Inglés" and "Licenciatura en Lengua y Literatura"

The authorities of the Faculty are:

The Dean

- The Subdean

Faculty Council

Board of teachere of the Facuity. and

The Heads of the Academic Departments.

2,2 TEACHING-LEARNING SERVICES IN ENGLISH AS A SECOND

LANGUAGE THROUGH THE AT-A-DISTANCE SYSTEM

The IJTPL throuqh its Enctiish Department qives

educative services to the students. 	 First,, it offers 4
*

leve 1 s of General Encj 1 .ish for al 1 careers 	 and	 Peritaje

in Enq].i.sh as a reqL.irement for the ,Enqlish Licenciate

career, which prepares, teachers and professionals in

teaching Enqli.sh as a foreiqn lanquacie at the hiqh school

level

2.2.1. ENGL 1 SH L ICENC lATE PROGRAM

The curriculum for the Encilish Licenciate

Proq ram i.s complete, and it helps the student to achieve a

hale formation and a professionalisrn at a high 1evei	 It

inc ludes 29 subj cc: ts

* In spite of, Peritaje in English has been eliminatedq
the present research work will be useful to improve the
cassette's quality ¿md its preparation since they will
be needed in the English Licenciature career.
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17 (586X) Special.ity Subiects

7 (24.1%) General CLltLre Bubi ects

5 (172) Fsycho-Pedaqoqic Subjects

Noadays the Encilish as a Foreiqn Lanquacie Career

is divided into 6 levels with an average of 5 sub.iects per

level

OI3JECTIVES OF THE ENGLISH LICENCIATE PROGRAM

- To prepare the student for understand.inq the Enqlish

lanquage in the oral and Ajritten forma

ro give a t.rue and global knoled qe of Enqlish

lanquaqe	 so that the student could develop oral and

ritten s'kills.

To prepare the student for the teachin q of Encjlish as

a foreiqn lanquaqe in secondary schoo].

jhj Offlcial. University

Recoqni?ed by the Ministerio de Educación and granted by

the Facul ty of Lanquaqes of the IJTFL are

- Teac:her of Secondar y schoolq in the Engli.sh speciality.

It is conferred when the student has completed all the

course work ass.i qned by the curric:ulurn

- Licenciate in Sciences of Education and Lanquagesq in

the English Specialit.y.	 It is conferred when the

student has presented a Research work and has defended
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it before a Tribune that is desiqned by the authorities

of the Faculty.

The	 English Licenciate ca.reer 	 has a	 singular

ipr-tance	 it assists ianquaç3e teachers and students in

the traininq 1:o become Enqiish lanquacie teachers

22,2	 GENERAL ENGLISH SERVICES

The	 Enjlish Depart.ment of the	 Open	 -

University offers Enqlish as a general culture subject to

the different c:areers	 of the at-a-distance system of

studies

General English 5 as a mandatar y subJect	 has a main

ohjective which is to provide the students with basic

kncnledge Nhich allas thern to express in the written form

and to translate En q lish written texts into Spanish

For all the careers	 in the Open Universit y q there

are 4 levels of General Enghish that rnust be compieted

success-vu:L].y by the student in arder t.o get a degree Each

level is five manths long and it is divided in faur

didactic unitsi one for each rnonth of studies

The didactic rnaterials used •for each level are the

fol loing

- Faur rnont.hiy programs

- English for Spanish Speakers series as a basic text

Twa	 exams	 in presence	 A mid-term	 and	 final

exarninatians



CA p, ^*-5"

A set of recordad cassettes in EnQlish.

The estímated number of students enrolled in Enqlish

each sernester is

First. leve].	 400 student.s

Second level	 350 students

Th.ird level	 1E30 students

Fourth level	 150 student.s

223	 PERITAJE ENC3LISH SERVICES

The	 "Peritaje"	 Enqlish	 proqram	 is

completed in é levels. This proqram has been offered ta

prepare the aspirante to the Licenciate career in Teaching

Enqiish as farei gn :Lanquaqe.

An Academic period of 5 months corresponds ta each

leve l.

-- In arder to enter the Peritaje caurses at the Open

tJniversity, the students require the presentatian of the

High Sc:hool Diploma graduation

- The general objective of the Peritaje proqram .is to

offer the students a basic: knowledge so that to enable

the students to enro]. 1 in the Licenciate proqram when

various suhjec::ts are dictated in total ly Enqlish,

2.,24. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PERITAJE AND GENERAL

ENGL 1 SH COURSES

General Enc,lish is simple and elemental.

It is a general cultura subject that is placed in the plan
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of studies of the different careers	 Its ma.in goal is

that the student.s iearrf to express in a written form and

translate .into the native lanquage	 On the ather hand, the

Peritaj e caurses are not of general culture hut of

specialization, and •for this reason they require advanced

study of the Enqlish lanquage in order for students to

acquire proficiency :in the iinquistic element.s of Engiish

and be abie to enter the L...ic:enciate proqram without any

difficuities

There is a diffcrence bet.'een the to qroups of

Enq 1 ish students rnost of the general Enql .ish students are

not interested in learnin g Enqlishq and they take it

because it ±5 mandatory for all careers jhlCq Peritaje

students want to learn English as a second ianguaqeq and

they dedicte all sparc time in practicinq ±tq because they

ish to professional±ze in the teachinq of th±s lanquage

2..3	 STUDENTS' CHARACTERISTICS

l,Jhen a student is enrolled in an Open University

Proqramq he works at homeq proqramminci schedules according

to, his own needs 8 takinq into account his occupation and

family responsabilities. When the student is reqisteredq

he receives all the Academic material through his/,her

Coordination Center.

In arder to achieve the ohjectivesq	 the	 Open

University uses a variety of modern systems of social

communication	 especial l y written, audioq and audio-visual

hich allow the student to achieve his academic goals
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The students receive the help and the necesse.ry support

needed for reachinci to maximum efficiency by means of

his/her on effort

* The students of the Open liniversity must achieve hiqh

performance through creativit.y and personal researc:h,,

- The st.udents by - themseives uncover the capacity to

overcome most of the scholast.ic obstac les 'that they find

in their careers piacinq themseives into a riqid self-

discipline which makes t.hem to save the necessary eek

time and to take the most adequate techniques for

acc:omplishinq the liniversitary activities.

* The students I.::eep a permanent relation with the teacher

and the University which stimulates their conscious

responsibie work.

EVALUATION AND PROMOTION SYSTEM

24.1	 THE AT-A-DISTANCE EVALUATION

It is made by means of a correct

performinq of the manthly programq which are delivered by

the students to the LJniversity throuqh the Associated

Center.

Proqrams must be personal and ori q inal. Students are

not al ioed to copy from the book or from the work done

by a fellow student,

* They must be well researched, with a lot of consultation

and the necessary documentation
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- They must he deep and extensiveq avoidinci the lacan.ism

that affects the• integrity of the work

Special at.tentian must be qi..ven ta the structure and

presentation of the work

The works that don't fulfili all these condit.ions

wil 1 be considered nule and students must prepare another

paper ta recover a qrade

Once the proqrams have been evaluateci they are

returned to the studentsq to be reviewed on the indications

and orientations ciiven by the teacherq for the students ta

wr:Lte	 the	 fol lawing proqrams more	 obi ectively	 and

experimentaliy.

242 PERSONAL EVALUATIONS

Are taken twice each cycleq in the place

and date assiqned by the Univesity.

The final scare will be the sum of these twa partial

eva].uatic:nsq j::].us the sccre average abtained in the at-a--

distance evaluat.ian

25 ADVANTASES AND DISADVANTAGES OF ENGLISH LEARNING

THROUGH AT-A-DISTANCE STUDIES

Because of the complex madality of applicationq

the teachinq of Enqlish at-a-distance presents some

advan taqes and disadvantaes
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25.1	 DVNTA6ES

a	 The vordq is the funciamenal tool of cornmunicatian of

mans ideas	 either, in a sound way (pre-recorc:Ied

cassettes	 broadcast auditions	 etc.) or .in written

versions (texts	 ritten document.s	 printed proqrams1

etc.)

b must be practiced by the teacher

when desiqninçj his lessons as well as by students when

t.hey are rnentally transported to the VarI.OUS possible

sit.uations	 accordinq to the requirernents of the

lesson

C. An	 at-a-distanc:e	 teaching	 characterist.ic	 15

individqLJj.Çfl.	The	 student	 qets	 .invoived

intent.ionai :iy with	 texts	 processinq	 broadcasts5

recordinqs proçjrarnsq or printed schemes creatinq an

appropriat.e environrnent for reflectincj anci assimilation

of the ideas proposed .in the iesson

ci The use of techno.1g,g.y. and socialcommuniçjjcfl to be

applied on the different steps in the teachinçj-learn.inq

process

e. Themes are prepared in advance to aiiow the use of

various r-esources 1 and its revision and experimentation

before delivering thern to the students

íi. ::1:i	 çfl1. 9.t	 iaa

in the deveioprnent of the theme to be

assiqned to the students
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2 52. DISADVANTAGES

a. At-a-distance t.eachinq misses the teacher presence; for

this reason the 1 imited mot.ivations and unappropriate

stimulus reduce the effectivity of the ciass

b It is not possibie for the st.udent to ask far .inmediate

feedback abo6.Lt the doubtfui aspects of the theme or

con tent

C. Because of the insufficient motivavion it is difficult

to mantain the students interest and attention in a

perrnanent way in order to obtain an effective resu1t

d	 El fficulties and lirnitations that the difussion means

faces such as the absence of TV and Radio Proqrams
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3. NATUF<E AND OUALITY OF THE USED MATERIAL FOR THE

LEARNING-TEACHING OF ENGLISH IN THE OPEN UNIVERSITV

3.,1	 THE PROGRAM

The motor elementq in the academic processq is

the Wr.itten proçjram	 hich is a didactic	 ac:ademic and

instructive instrument..	 ] t al lots to attain the academ.ic

and conductive object.ives

The prociram ±5 prepared by the teacher of the

subjectq who revies the proqram and updates it each cycle

of s tud ± es	 -

In the completion of the analit±c proqram also

participevte	 the Director of the correspondinq department

and the Ass±stant D±rector,	 ho authori2es the printinq of

the proqram.

The student receives 4 procjrams for each subject at

the beq ±nnin q of the Academic period 1 (5-month-long)
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If	 the	 proqram is developed with	 academ±c	 and

investi q ative defic±enciesq or in an .incomplete formq



the student must recover t.he grade for that the student

recieves from the tacher the correspondinq written

document and the convenient advice

The proqram is evaluated b y the teacher. He appraises

the academic resuitsq the accornplished obiectives andq

in general the student' s personal aspects by hich the

teach.inq-iearning process is support.ed

The teacher returns to the student the evaluated

Proqramq with the pertinent observations which aliow the

student to appreciate the acruracy of the work done.

3.1.1. CHARACTER 1 ST 1 CS OF THE PROGRAMS

The proqrarns or printed educative schernes

rnust answer t.hese three basic questions

1. For what reason do we teach?

2. What must we teach?

3. How rnust we teach?

The ahoye questions are .iust the answers to

The objectivesq

-- the contentsq and

-- the activi..ties

In	 short,	 the	 proqrams	 have	 the	 foilcinci

characteristics

-- To be ±pnc±!2naii	 They respond t.o the personal and

scientific students needs
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The procjrarns fulfili the circumstances easilyq qiViflq

the teacher and students the opportunit.y ta develop

the.ir creativity.

They are structured fallowinq a laqic sequence in the

psyrho-pedaqoqic developrnent of the studentl they try to

respond t.o the real necessities of the social econom.ic

and cultural nature of our society.

- They	 are capab].e of quidinq the student to 	 the

ach.ievernent of the obj actives proposed

-- They are	 useful	 avoidinq enerqy	 waste	 and	 an

.intrascendent encyciopedism.

- They are plaasant to avaid the discouraqement and

neurosis, rather, mot.ivating the student s .interest and

enthusiasm in order to improve himseli

3.1.2. STRUCTIJRAL ASPECTS OF THE MATERIAL

The proqram has the folloinq structure

(Subjects)
ANALITIC PROGRAN OF

i. :[NFORNATION DATA

Faculty

- Departrnent

Major

- Ác:adernic Period

- Cycie (laval)

- Series

Teacher (s)
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II	 INTRODUCT ION

In a space of about one paqe there is en explanation of

hat the suhject is about	 and how to place it within

t.he speciaiity.

The requirernent to the subjects are qiven and the

general	 objectives of the subject are expicined

Furtherrnore sorne motivational words are added t t.he

end of the introduction a:ll the suh.jects ha ya the

folloinq advise

"The st.udent rnust study the subject cornplately and

throucjhiy fha student is respansible for the material

in the procjrarns

fha student rnust develop the CCtVtE5q usinq cli

resaurces avai labia This will enabie the student to

perforrn well on the personal evaluations and on the

rnonthly activities	 The student needs a rninirnurn

average of 14 poi.nts in both the personal evaivations

and the activity proçjrarns in order to pass 	 the

su bj cc: t

	

III	 PRO6RAMMINC3 OF THE SUBJECTS BY MONTHS

FIRST MONTH PROGRAM

T HEME

1	 O}3JECTIVES

1.1, FORM(TIVE O}3JECTIVES

They refer to the basic principies of the

Open University,	 in other wordsq the



principies of invest.iqatian 	 creativity,

criticai capacity and depth.

- They are forrnulatedq to be achieVed in a

months study.

1	 INSTRIJcTIC:)NAL O}3JECTIVES

Instructionai	 objectives are	 specific

qoais based on the forrnative obJectives

They are formuiated by usinq jpjiqa verol.

These	 objectives	 are	 in	 a	 clase

relationship with the activities pianned

2 CONTENTS

They are described anaiyticai1y.

3. ACTIVITIES

- They constitut.e de assic,nment that the students

have to do in order to be able to fuifili ihe

obj ectives

- It	 is	 interestinq to remember	 that	 the

activities	 (nust	 be	 consistent	 with	 th

obiectives and contents of the proqram,

4	 rIETH0DOLOG:ECAL STRATE:GIES

This is the rnost interestinq part of the process

because here is where the teacher estabiishes a

true dialogue with the student 5 by writing

cieariy	 and directiy everythinq	 concerninq

techn:Lques 1 methodsq procedures and so on	 The
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student can use this in order to understand

bet.ter ¿md develop the assicned acti.vi.ties.

- Far practical reasOnsq methodoioqical strateqies

are written inmediateiy after each activity.

5	 EVALIJAT 1 QN
11

- The ev4aluation has two partsi	 Firstq the

student is evaluated at-a-distance,	 on the

activities of the analyticai proqram Secondq

.the student is evaluated throuqh to personal

evaluations

The proçirams and the personal evaluations are

orth 20 points each	 Each activ.ity is qraded

accordinci to :its level of difficu1ty.

6. B:iEL. 1 OGRAPHY

- it is placed at the end of the fourth month

program, estahlishinq a distinction beteen

basic and complementary texts

- The student must find everything he needs to

answer the programs completely in the basic

bibl.iocjraphy qiven by the University.

32	 AID MATERIAL

The instructional written material is supported

by cassettes and audio-visuals.

The production of the audio and audio-visual auxiliary
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material is done by the Departamento de Producción de-

Material Académico Cientifico" (DFMC)

This department is an orqanism oriented to the technical

collaborati.on in the aid's material productionq and to

the t.echn.ical adaptation of the written pedaqoqic

material for audio and video

The	 sc:ientific-academic 	 and	 didactic-methodoloqic

content is the conc:ern of the teacher responsible of the

suhject rhe diagram and the technical qraphic

presentation is coordinated by the Departamento de

Producción (DPMC)

The DFMAC is responsible for the technical aspect, and

it is the executive proqrammer of the services,

activities and aplications that the audio and audia-

visuals programs need in arder to accomplish 	 the

foreseen objectives

The audio and video proqrams and services are elaborated

as guide, aid and motivation. They are not considered

as a sustitute of the written material
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4 AUDIO-CASSETTE VALUE RELATED TO OTHER TEACHING AIDS IN

AT-A-DISTANCE SYSTEM

41	 WHAT ARE TEACHIN6 AIDS?

Films	 filmstripsq TV praqramsq as well as

machines used to show themq can be used as teaching aids

Ficturesq the recorded voice and modeis are also considered

teaching aids	 In fact any material proqramme ormachine

used ta heip the teacher explain his lesson better is

inc::luded under learnin g. aids	 There are many ways in which

ai rJs can be grauped

- Accardinq to the senses used	 aids can be named audia

heard ) or visual ( seen

Accordinq to their natureq they can be considered as

flat 1 three-dimensional, maving ar still

- Accardinq to how they are shanq aids may be divided

into praiected (shon to a qraup) or non-pra.iected (used

by individual  st u cien t s)

* In terms of the languaqe skilis they are used for 1 aids

may be grauped under 1 istening	 speakinc;	 readinq and
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vritinq	 The basis of qrouping will determine the class

of aid named

Teachinct aids can he used for learninc any human

scie.nce	 Hoever, inasmuch this work is mainly concerned

ith aids to foreiqn languacje teachinçj in at--a-distance

system (individual learning) we will disciss them oniy

ithin such frame

4,2, WHY ARE AIDS RECONMENDED?

•	 Teac:hinçj aids	 are desiqned to help the teacher

save time and effort.	 All of them make learninq more

hively and more interestinq	 Especiahiy in the fieid of

lancivaqe teaching	 aids have contributed a qreat deal to

(na:e learning more enjoyabie and more efficient

Many educators would aqree that lanquage-teachinq is

very difficul t	 very unrewardinq	 and even borinq	 The

teacher is L.sinq lanqueqe to taik about lanqL'aqe He is

usinq symbois (Spanish) to explain other symbois (Enghish)q

and the poor student is expected to 1 md his way throuqh

this difficui.L process	 Many a time does a teacher feel

that Se has lost his class without hope of ever reaining

the students' attention	 How can he be sure that the

majori.ty of the students are hearnin q what he is teachinq?

Psycholoqists have cjiven various explanations of the

way people learn. In spite of differences amonq these

expertsq they would agre that the best conditions for

:Lear-rmn q are jhen



The learner is actively enqaqerJ with the s

iearninq	 He should participate in the

often as possible	 All aids are designed to encourage

participat.ion

b. What is being learned can be apphi.ed to real-hile

situations	 Nlost aids brinq the class nearer to real

hife	 c:r brinq the outside world into the learning

proc: ess

C. There is a con t.inous qive and take hetween t.he teacher

and 1earner. Aids heip to clarify the points explained

in words.

d	 The material is presented to the students in units

srnahl enouqh br him to fohlow and understand It

proceeds from the knon to the unknon from the simple

t.o the more complex

C. The learninq situati.an is so orqanized as to ahlo

every student to proceed at his on ratee	 J3eqinners

are qi.ven simp].er rnaterials	 Advanced ones are qiven

more difficult drihls Non--proiected aids are usad to

individuahi:e i..nst.ructic:n so that every student can

wark alone at his on speed

f. The student alays knows whether ha is ori the riqht

track and receives encouraciement when he is	 Sorne

c:assettes	 have dri]. ls in which correct ansers are

qiven altar a student has ansered More recently

develaped drills include encouraqinq remarks to the

iearner.
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Ferhaps the 1.st and most important is that iearninq

tal<es place most readily if more than one sense is enqaged

in learning If the student sees hears feels and even

srnells t.he material he is learnin q q he will understand it

be t ter

While this list of conditions is by no means complete1

it does inciude factors that are necessary for enJoyable

efficient 1earnincj Any succ:essful teacher should try his

best to create the appropriate conditions for his teachinçj

proc ess

43 VALUE OF LANGUAGE-TEACHINS AIDS

Speech is the greatest invention of man 	 Words

express the most comp lex ideas and make the speaker and

1 istener share the cerne experience	 A 1 imited number of

iincji.i.istic sounds can explain an infinite number of ideas

For the last five centuries man has heavil y depended on

wordc	 written or spoken	 to cornmunicate and preserve his

thoughts.	 Books	 nespapersn	 cassettes	 and	 radio

broadcasts rely on the use of words Throughout centuries

people have been trainerJ to express and receive ideas

through words.

Lanquaqe by itse].f, hoeverq fails to convey certain

ideas accurateiy. Consider haw difficult it is to describe

a smei 1 or a taste in Nords aione	 Feelincis and emotions

can he expressed only aproximately in vords The

difficulty of communicatic,n by lanquaqe alone is that the

meaninq lies in the mmdc of the speaker and the iistener.
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Words serve only to arouse such idease Since no tvo people

haya identical experiencess what t.he speaker int.ends may

not be the sama as what the listanar understands

1
"A picture is hetter than a thousand ords" may be a

qross exaqcieration but it L:ears a qrain of truth Audio

and audio-visual aids, hoeverq are siot designad to replace

ords but to strenqthen them.	 Research has proved the

edu.cationai	 value	 of teaching aids	 under	 specific

conditions	 Aids should qive a true picture of the ideas

h.ich thay e>plain	 They shouid not exaggerate or distract

the students from the points in c:juestion 	 They should be

suitable to the age and laval of the learners 	 They shouid

be proper].y chosen and presentad 	 Abcve al]., their use "is

justified	 only	 if	 they	 can	 do	 something	 the
2

teacher unaided cannot do, or can do less effectively»'

Many teachers still question the value of aidsq for

various reasons	 Aids need more time to prepare and

present than soma overworked t.eachers can afford	 They are

usual ly complicated and expenive. 	 Many teachers are even

jealous of soma teachinq aids	 The students respond more

readil y and eacieriy to a film or a tape than they do to a

teacher' s e>planation	 Poorly preparad teachers may even

feel that aids threaten thair prestiqe.. The native

speaker' s pronunciation on a tape or a film may be much

better than the teacher' s performance.

1. Audio-visual materiais, Encyclopeidia of Educational
Research., re y . Ed..q New York, Macmillan. 1960q p.84..

2.. S. Pit Corder, The Visual Element in Lae Teachingq
London, Longman., 1969, p.. 69.
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Most of thesc problems can be solved by proper

planning and adequate information 	 It will be shon that

the use of aids does reinforce learning. 	 Aids make vague

ideas	 clear	 and	 bring them within the	 levei	 of

understanding of the student	 They present the same ideas

in in different sit.uations to help stuclents learn 	 They

help the learner to remember the material for a lonqer

period of time.	 They of fer a reality of experience which

encourages students to experimcnt b y themselves	 Thcy

stimulate the qrowth of vocabuiary and the continuation of

thought	 They offer varied experiences that are a welcome

chancie from the routine of lanquage ciass teachinj 1 f

properly used they save time anci cf fort for both the

teacher and the learner.

44	 AIDS FOR AN INDIVIDUALIZINO LEARNING

Aid devices of the simpler kind have heen

availab:l.e for a long time, yet stranqe to sayq foreign

lanquaqe teachers have made comparatively little use of

them Thi.s is all the more deplorable in view of the fact

that aids -lend themseives so well to t.hat area and can

strengthen the 1 inquistic phase as well as enric:h the

cultural phase of languaqe teaching

Whithin recent years	 howeverq the i.mportance of aid

devices in teaching the lanquaqe has come to the fore	 In

fact	 the very latest material are pr'imarily concern with

speechi	 This deveiopment is a dircct outqroth of the

urqency of a thorough knowledge of foreign le.nquages
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A striki..nq fact is the recent rapid development of

mechanical devices	 both visual and audialq for the

learning of languaqes 	 The market is ful 1 of a vast array

of these saurces

Visual

Flat . materialsi	 pictures	 flash cards	 mapsq chartsq

cardboard fiqures

- Three-dimensional:puppets d011Sq models dioramas,

-- Projected materiais films fiimstrips 9 motion pictures

television

Aud i tory

Tape recorder exnd tapes

- Phonoqraph discs

- Radio

Motion Pict.ure tith sound

Television

Lanctuaqe Laboratory.

The most appropriate for an individuali:inq learninq

are the auditory equipmentsq specialiy the non-proiected

ones (tapes	 dSCSq radio)	 Projected aids are not

recommended where individual teachinq is paramount 	 they

are generally directed t.o qroups lar qer than a single

class	 there	 are often administrative and technical

difficulties In addition the use of this kind of machines

wili be extremeiy limited because of its prohibited costq

moreover a qoód course in proqrammed instruction in forein

lanquaqes has yet to be constructed	 In relation to
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Language Laboratoryq it qives every student ¿n oppoity

to practic:e individually but it is directed t.o a half dozen

students to 'forty or fifty booths, each equipped w.ith tape

recorderqearphones and control buttons in an special

room

Althaugh Class Instruction is universally preva].ent

and its sociali::inçj phases have heen highly praised, the

ideal learnin q is prohably that of one teacher for each

student	 That is, of courseq enterely out of question

under normal conditions. Sorne audial devices haveq

hojeverq made this quite possible. Those aids mal.::e viable

what is an alrnost ideal situation for learning a lanquaqe

at—a-distance nameiy

1. Hearinq is stressed, Since ].anquaqe is basically

sound, the sense of hearing rnust be appealed to more

than any other.

2 The learner is isolated. He is removed from the

distract:ing influences of his wark businessq etc. He

is occupied solely wi.th hirnself and with his task of

learninq	 He can proceed at his on pace.

3. The learner is hrouciht as c.lose as possible to the

speaker on the tape or record.

Amono	 the	 devices	 that can be used	 in	 an

individualizinq learninq (audio tapes	 phonoqraph recordsq

radio) in the Open University the Audio Tape has been

effectively adapted for the teach.inq learninq process. For

this reason we will make a comparative study of this device
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ith the other rnaterials and state the ¿dvantaqes and

lrntations they could have in at-a--distance systern in our

evironrnent, considerinq t.he econornic part and the fact that

the (JAL. has a national coveraqe wh.ich goes fr-orn the biq

citie?s to the sma]. iest and rnost isalated places in the

country, in addition to the rnatter that the student can

st ud y a t ha me

441. THE	 AUDIO--CASSETTE IN AT A DISTANCE

SYSTEM

The audio--cassette is a valuabie adj unc:t

to the oral act..ivit.ies of the foreiqn lanquaqe iessan, 	 it

has been rnade easier and cheaper.	 Fracticaliy all the

newer basic texthaoks in fore.iqn lanquaqes are prov .ided

ith tapes, and pubhishers are inchined t.o permit teachers

to reproduce them for ciass use 	 The quahity of the tapes

has been irnproved

The mac bine couid be on the student's desk , open

connected	 and ready to use when he des .i res 	 Then

accordinq to the t.ype of iesson or the point to which the

iesson has developed, the student will use the tape ta play

a previously recorded ±1 iust.ration or exercisel which he

can hearq irnitateq and use as a model to repeat aral ly ar

hic:h he will write down as a dic tation éxercise.

Specificahiy, the tape and tape recarder are valuable

in the fo].iowinq ays

1. Thy extend the repetit.ive force of the native or
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teacher s voice beyond his awn physical iimitations 	 A

tape can be used all day long if needed 	 A single

hearing of a fareign word or sentence is insufficient

for iearnincj (radio, TV.,) The audio tape makes

it possibie tu repeat any number of times withaut the

si iqhtest variat.ian in pronunciation

2	 Vaices other than that of the teacher can be taped on

the cassette. This is extremely important The

student can thus hear male and female VOCCSq young and

O].dq nat.ive 1 reg ional and standard pronunciations. The

use of taped mater.ials makes it possible to qive the

s ...udent t.he experience of hearing a variety of voices

The average studentq	 trained in the	 traditional

ciassroom	 is so accustomed to one voice that of ten he

is beildered when another teacher or a stranqer

speaks	 The systematic use of the tape recorder

overcomes this difficulty in time. It prepares the

student for easy comprehension of foreiqn voices un the

radio or on a sound filmo

3. The tape provides a permanent reference for sounds in

thelanquaqe. it Ls hike the standard text or

reference work in its relation to the visual aspect of

the lanquaqe	 Ear--traininq practice should be included

in every lesson	 The tape is the most convenient

device for ensurinci the complete identity or material

E.ase of recordinci and of erasure makes the preparation

of	 audial	 materials	 no	 more	 difficult	 than

rnimeoqraphing.	 For the sake of economyq the teachers

of the UAL, in the same university record their tapes,
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The tape adds a new p9tent.ie.1 to 1 istening 	 It m.kes

listening avi1abie to the student ¿t any time. Of cours

the effective L.ttiilzation of this potential depends upon

the arranged prctice timen It miy enta.il modifiction in

the course of study. In any case, the audio tape .is one of

the rnost valuable device that can be used in achievinçj the

hearing and speal<inq airn and can he effec:tively adapted to

at.--a-distance syst.em

THE PHONOGRAFH RECORD EN AT-A-DISTANCE

SYS TEN

	

Phonoqr.ph	 records	 may	 be	 used

effectively for a number of different kinds of listening

exercises	 They may be empioyed in t.he teachinq of

1. Appreciat.i.on of the mus:i.c of t.he foreign country.

2	 Appreciation	 of vocal selections in the	 foreicin /

1 anquage

3. The sinqinq of asonq

4	 New vocabulary

3	 A di aloque to be memorized

6. The a.ppreciation of literary seiections in the foreiqn

ianquaqe	 -

7	 Aural comprehension

8	 Culturen

A dvantaqes of Records	 Phonocjraph records possess a

number of distinct advantages over radio praqrams 	 A

record can be



38

1

	

	 Stopped at ..ny time to repeat any part that may

prove difficult for t.he student

2

	

	 Played at any time desired and thus be introduced

where it is most. effective

3. Pre-heard and evaluated

4	 Made for a cjiven purpose	 The machine can be used

for exam far transcribin q radio broadcasts or for

recordinq native voices (This last activity has

become much easier and iess expensive throuq h the

use of tapes)

5. Fi.naliyq records can be obtained in almost any

5UbJCCtq for any musical seiectionq in any lanquaqe

Limitatioris of Records

1. Disce are becominq less practical for lanquage

teachinq	 They are difficuit to storq impossible

to erase fl and expensive to make With t.he arrival

of new ideas in teachinq methods q material recorded

on discs will hecome useless after a short while.

A mdre serious disadvantaqe is that discs decrease

rapidiy in fidelity aft.er bein q played a few times

furthermore	 a record must he changed or turned to

the other side every three minutes or so

2. Records shauld be stored upr.iqht in their covers in

a relatively cool place, free from dust and dirt

High temperatures in dry weather may warp the

records and cause distortion of sound	 Dust and
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dirt may fil 1 the tiny grooves on the record face

and spo.il its quality. Records shouid be copied on

tape as soan as houqhtq and should not be played

often I:ecause they rapidly lose fidelity.	 In fact

this is the best procedure to fallow wheneverfallo 	 yau

have recorded discs a:kiays copy them on tape and

keep the record oniy for ma.kinq fresh copies if

needed,

4,4,3, THE RADIO EN AT-•A-DISTANCE BYSTEM

Radio can provide a model of qood native

speech	 By listenin g daily to a qood foreiqn lanquaçje

program on the radio teachers and students may be qiven a

real incentive to work in improvinq their standard of

speech in the foreiqn lanquaqe.

Advantages of Radio	 Radio possesses several distinct

assets as a teachinq device

1	 Since the broadcast depends on the human voice emot.ion

and feel mci can be conveyed in a way that no printed

text can do

2 1 f the speaker is a d.istincjuished person or is in the

nes, there is an added thrili in listeninq to h.is

rernar::s,

3. The realismof the broadcasts can he increased by sound

effects,
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4	 uthor.ities in any qiven ficid can speak on the

proqram	 In the case of 1anquaqes	 t.he native voice

can be heard

5. Listening to specified cultural proqrams at home may be

made a homeart< assiqnment

Limitatioris of Radio,

!u Att.ention must be concentrated on listeninct 	 This

requires a. special effort on the part of pupils

2	 Radio is one-ay comrnunication

3. The radio proqram cannot be heard in advance and thus

cannot be prepared foro In the case of the tape--

recorderq it can play a previously Ii lustration or

e>ercise	 which the students can hearq irnitate	 or

write any number of times The tape extends the

repetitive force of the voice he yond the physical

l.imitations

WHY IS THE AUDID-CASSETTE RECOMMENDED?

The obvious advantage of a tape recorder over a

qra.inophone is that it acts as a portabie recording stu.dio.

It can capture on tape any voice or sound from the radio,

TV gramophoneq or even the telephone Once recordedq the

tape is ready for instant replay.

	

For aura 1 comprehension purposes	 tape-recorders are

invaluahie for taping lectures and speeches 	 Educational

broadcasts can casi ly be recorded q then repiayed at times
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convenient to the listener. Pre-recorded material can he

edited anrj chancied to suit the level of the learner and the

needs of the lanquage proqram

New cassette recorders have been produced at very lo

prices	 These can be used by individual students for

remedial work or practice at home	 With t.he relatively

recent invention of transistors tubed machines are rapidly

disappearinq	 Á transistor recorder is smaller in size

usuaily cheaperq ¿md does not need sorne minutes hefore it

arm up ¿md is ready to playa 	 Ear].y transistorized sets

ere poor in fideiity . Most of the reasonably priced anes

ava.i].able now are of adequate sound-fidelity for lanquaqe

recordincis

These and many other acivantaqes iustify the audio-

cassette use in at-a-distance system

1 For this first time in the history of foreicin-lanquaqe

teachinci each studnt may liave the opportunity to Hear

native speech clearly ¿md distinctly.

2

	

	 The student may hea.r this authentic native speech as

frequentiy as he desires,

3. The taped lesson provides an unchanqinq and unwearinq

model c:rf native speech for the student to imitate

4

	

	 in the cassette the student may listen to a great

variety of foreiqn voices

5. The	 audio-cassette	 provides	 the	 student	 with

psychoioqicai isolation which releases him from sorne of
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h.is inh.ibitions about mekincj embarrassinq foreiqn-

lancjuaC.ie sounds

¿	 Each student may hear and use the foreicin lanquaqe

throuqhout the taped lesson	 instead of wasting time

ait.inq for this turn in a larcie room, as it is done in

the usual classroom situation

7. The student is in a position to compare obiectiveiy a

specimen of his an speech in the foreiqn lanquaqe with

that of a native model

E. The student may practice each lanquaqe element as many

times as he wishes before mov:inq on to the next,

9. The sturJent can study at his on paces concentratinq on

the parts of the work in which he needs most practice



Nal,



5 THE AUDIO TAPE AS A SUPPORT INSTRIJMENT 1W THE TEACHING-

LEARNINO OF ENGLISH 1W AT-A--DISTANCE SVSTEM

A NEW EMPHASIS 1W LANGUAGE LEARNING

The marked stress un learninq tu speak a foreiqn

lanquaqe has lcd to the wide use of mechanical devices for

recordinq and reprodur .inq sound	 E3ut stranqely enouqh the

usé,of such aids has affec:ted not only the met.hodolociy

invoived but the very thinkinq on the nature of iancivaqe

The fol iowincj assumptions underi.ie the new techniques

1	 Lanquaqe is essentia:Liy speech and speech is basical ly

commun i c ation by sounds

2	 Sot..nds made by the vo.ice are far more c:omplex and qo

far beyond the symhois of an y phonetic a].phabet	 There

are many delicate nuances and infiections	 qrunt.s and

puf fs,	 which occur in daily speech but are not

represen ted by any qraphic symboi

3. The cjraphic symbol	 thereforeq is inadequate to record

the complete and ri..c:h pattern of human speech. Letters

can not represent the various shadinqs of sounds

Thse must be learned by imitation
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4

	

	 The best model to imitate is the nat:ive speaker ar

someone with a near--native accent

5. Speakinq a lancivaqe is a skll 	 A skill is acquired by

much repet.it.ion	 It is primarily a neuromuscular anrJ

nat an intellectual process

6. Orthophonic devicesq and particularly, the audia tape

provides , adequate facilities for prac:ticing withbut the

hel p of an interlocutor.

52 AUDIO CASSETTE PRODUCTION PF<OCESS IN THE UTPL

The e.ud:Lo cassette production process is marJe in

the DPMAC of t.he UTFL (Departamento de producción de

material académica-científico).

The DPMAC is in charce of the technical or1.-,

prepairinq the audio cassette for teaching--learning Enqlish

.in the at-'a-distance system

5.2.1. THE DPMAC ÁUDIÍJ DEPARTMENT

Is the studioq where master recordinqs are

made They are desiqned for proqramsq tests, and

examinations as aid material

Tapes on which the material of the tapescripts is

or.iqinal ly recorded are cal led Master Tapes 	 Master tapes

are not hancied to the students	 Only teachers and

techn ic ians have access to them
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The Audio departrnent is a sma.11 room, not appropiated

-for this purpose	 located on the third flaor of the Open

University building.	 Unfort.unatel ly	 bc-?cause of t.he

lo.t.icn, the room is not sound proofed at all 	 Noises are

heard when recordinq is beinq donel for this rea.son 	 the

recordec:I tape sometimes is not of a professional quality.

5.2.2. AIJD IO--DEPARTMENT EQ1JIFMENT

The	 tape recorder is cesential ly	 a

machine for recordinci and reproducinci sound electronical ly

Master tapes should he produc:ed on the best recordinq

machina availahla	 Instruments such as Technics National

F.icDneer, Sorry, and others of similar qual ity are adequate

for rnakinq masters

In tha case of the UAL.q this is a 1970's Sony

equipmen t	 In the tape, recordar sound taves qenerate

electric impulses which create ma qntic patterns in the

tape S s	 ironoxide coatinq	 The recordinq	 .is	 fixed

:i..nmediately, there.is no need to process it 	 When pl ayed

bac:k	 t.he maqnet.ic patterns are moved past the gap in the

reproducinq head	 They qenerate tiny electric vol taes

which are amplified and fed to the loudspeaker.	 There is

practical ly no wear.	 The tape may be used indefiniteiy.

In addition	 the tape may be erased and reused	 ihis is

done by passinci t.he tape throuqh the maqnetic field of the

eras.inq he.d which obliterates the maqnetic pattern 	 This

do not damaqe the tapen Althouqh tapes are durable and the



rccordings are perrnanentq sorne care must

handling t.hem or damaqe ma y resulte	 The t

recordinci may be erasech

The rec:ordings in the DPMAC are always directq they

are not ed:ited	 Edit.inq means chanqinq the con tents of a

tape by rernovl or addition of parts 	 This entails cuttinci

the tape at the riciht places and splicinq the part.s

tociether as clesired Mistakes such as incorrect words or

souncis can sometimes be removed enterily by cuttinq out a

small ienqth of tapen Hcwever this can ruin intonatian it

.is bet.ter to re-record erroneous parts while the speakers

are present than to try to "doctor' the tape latera

After master recordinq is me.de, the tape is carried

to the Enq 1 ish Department in order to he reviewed and

corrected if necessary; then to the Lanquage Laboratory

for reproducinq it

Tape has the advantacte not only of excel lent and

faithful soL.tnd reproduct.ian , but also of case editinq Any

sound can he iocatecl on the tape and edited out, ihether

the cut involves several words or just ane sound Errors

in recordinq can be removed and a piece of tape with the

correction may be spliced in

These advanta g es of flawless reprocluction and case

editinq , dupi ication and handling make tapes the natural

medium for ata--c!istance proqrams
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522i	 5.

In the Lanquaqe Laboratory of

the UTPLq there is a. separate room within the larqer room

for makinci copies from the master recordin q , Mass

Dupiicati.on is done on a special machine cailed a T a pe

tape duplicator is a single tabietop mac::hine on

hich the master tape and several blank tapes are loaded

it is so arranged that the output of the master tape

piayback head is connected to the record heads of the siave

copier tape transport	 When the machine is loaded and

started , it produces copies at hiqh s i:eed	 If the operator

places the master copy on the machine so as to run

bac kards	 the copies will be made bac kards so that 	 at

the end of the c:opyinq	 they will be properiy wound for

inmediate playback	 Othersise it would be necessary to

reind al i copies on the original reel.

The UTFL has for this purpose 	 telex copiersq and

fivé copies at un ce can be made in these machines 	 The

master cassette is loaded in the first telex copier cal lcd

"player	 and then the five blank cassettes are in the

s copier H in a one vay track	 It takes three minutes to qet

the cassettes recorded

5.2.3.  NATURE ANI) OLJAL 1 TV OF THE AUD 1 O-CASSETTE

5.2.3.1. Cassettes

The cassette is a miniature
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tape catridcje containinq a supply reel and a take up reel

(using 18 inch tape) Al]. the parte are enciosed except

one edqe where a siot aliosthe heads and the drive

mec:hanism nf the player to contact the tape

The cassette is so emali (4 x 21/2) x 1/2 inc:hes) and

iiçjht (max about 11/2 ox) This is very convenient for

handling and etorinci

Cassettes are available in lenqths c}esiqnated by the

total	 number of minutes (both	 directions	 included)

cluration 30-6-90 anci 12 minutes lenciths These numbere

should be divided in haif t.o determine the one-rJirection

(side A) duration

The IJAL uses 60 minutes iength cassettes (30 mine

eac:h side) They are of the AMPEX brand comman and

ordinary 1 no profescional even the master cassette is the

carne brand.	 The LJAL purchases them at wholesale.	 The

student must get a set of 3 cassettes per course

Two cassettes are auxiliare of the text: English for

Spanish Speakers	 that is the Guided book for Peritaje

students1 forthis reason these cassettes are not

recorded each cyc le of study, they are reproduced from a

master recorded years ago

One cassette is the prociram' s auxi 1 iary 	 it corresponds

to the aural exercises part	 This cassette is recorded

in ac:vance to have it ready for the corninq cycle This

is recorded according to a script that is written by the

teac: her



Two or three teachers are the Enqiish s.peakers on

cassettes but they are not alays native ones

The technician who rnanaqes the equipment in the DPMC

a].so ac:ts as an speaker, he mal::es the presentation of the

cassette in Spanish

il e g QL1a	 çi ..	 t beçjins with an

int.roductian	 here t.he main objectives are stated 	 in

Enqlish and Span.ish.

The objectives pointed out are as fol los

"The main objective of this listening part is that of

at the end of the semester or cyc le the student will be

¿ahie to understand spoken Engi.ish in short sentences

expressions and short readinqs or dialogues. 	 We include a

listen mci part for the student.s of Perita j e because hen

learning a lanquaqe it is impc:rtant to hear the lanctuaqe

spok3n

NOTE': Listen to the cassette several times to acustom your

ear to the voic::es and the sounds of the foreiqn

lanciva qe then begin the activities designed to

heip you practice your i ... ening comprehension

Eaçh section le separated by a musical section 	 to

help you review the cassette by sections

I11 Lit	 casse Tpi	 1 t beg ms wi th a musical

courtain	 then	 the	 technical announcer	 makes	 the

presentation in Spanish 	 s the tapes are qoing tu be used
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in conjunction with a q.iven iesson of the quided hook the

pa.qeq the exercise and the titie of the passaqe are stated

at the beqinnincj of the tape (in Enq1ish).

The presentation is made in both sides of the

casset.te	 hich we cansider unnecessary and space reducincf

5.3. CHARACTEF<ISTICS	 OF THE AUDIO-CASSETTE	 AT-A--

DISTNCE SVSTEM

Noadays the communication means are used widely,

for no specific purposes Nc shouid try to take advantage

of them at maxirnum

T.V.is relateci to t.he combinations of imaqes and

sound Radio combines different sounds and Printed texts

ma.ke use of the written words exciusively.

In an inteqrated learning concept 1 each resaurce must

be useci in t.he most practical way. 	 It doesn' t mean to

substitute one by another arbitrariiyq hut it is

appropriat.e to study consciously the educative advantacjes

that each one provides

In the case of the audio-cassette it participates of

hat other means offers	 althouqh it also has particular

characteristice

The sound diffuses .in a fieeincj way, but it has an

important element that is the repetitive force of the

messaqe



The	 audio	 tape	 permite a	 hicther	 level	 of

concentration	 The possibility of hearinq at any time

without a riçjid schedule, supposes a distensible and more

relaxed audit.ion	 therefcre it bel pe the retaininct and

comprehensive capacity. 	 it aleo permite the review. This

poesibi 1 ity could be reinforc:ed by meane of 	 musical

resourcesq pauses automatic stop etc. Al 1 of this

permite the etudent to qet the meseaqe and in a determined

moment, when he stops the tape, anser to it

Ne hve to emphasize in this work that throuqh our

experience and research we have found that the audio-

cassette has a great value al e.n impeller of the student e

aural expression but extenive and sistematic practice in

heari.ng and speakinq ie nec::eeeary.

Then • the fundamental aim of the audio-cassette is to

provide the st.udent (hearer) much and regular practice in

listenin q modele,	 in imitatinq these modele and	 ir,

repetitive aural dril ls	 Gonetant 1 istening wi 11 buí ld up

the ability to understand the foreiqn lanquaqe. Oral

drille will strerqtheri the ability to speak fluently.

Therefore , the great advantage of the audio-cassette te to

prov.ide pract.ic::e in t.he spoken lanquaqe.

Furthermoreq it .is .tmportant to state that the audio-

cassette can establ ieh a teacher-student 	 relationehip

(feedback).	 The aud jo--cassette wi 11 he of inestimable

value	 for the teacherq who beinci enable to be present in

the claesq may use it as an instructional aid..
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MATERIAL IN THE UAL

The gui.ded--text auxiliary cassettes Inc lude to

parts	 Reading and Speal-:: (pronunciation) 	 The program' s

s.uxi 1 iary cassette has L.ist.eni.n g Comprehension exercises

541	 RE:ADING

In these cassettes	 a readinci selection

introduces each lessan 	 The recordinq un the tape is

reiatec:I to the content of the Text-book "EnQlish for

spanish speakers u which conta.ins four Units qrouped in

iessons of four. The taped material is not. extraneous	 It

keeps relationship ta the regular course of studyi the

student is advised tu careful ly read each passage and

anser the comprehenion questions that follow the Readincj

a vocabuiary practic::e also foilows each Reading	 Un the

tape is recorded the Reading on ly.	 The text-book makes a

visual appea]., fhe tape makes an audial appeal

When playing back the read.in q passaqe	 it provides a

model for repeated contacts as needed	 Lo remind the

student	 of	 correct	 pronunciation	 intonation	 and

inflection
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CONTENTS OF THE READIN6 (BOOK V)

UNIT 1	 BRIEF BIOC3RAPHIES	 riMINO

Lesson 1 A poet and Dramatist -William Shakespeare	 3O"

Lesson 2 The Plant Genious 	 -Luther Burbank

Lesson 3 A Funny Comedian 	 -Bili Cosby

Lesson 4 A Vaice of Gold	 --Sara Bernhardt

UNIT 2	 MISTERIES OF MANKIND

Lesson 1 Man's Abilities

Lesson 2 The !Jijn Organ

Lesson 3 The World of dreams

Lesson 4 Use Vaur S.ixth Sense

LJNIT 3	 SECRETS OF THE UNIVERSE

Lesson 1 The Incredible Stars

Lesson 2 Four of Nature's Marvels

Lesson 3 Secrets in Stone

Leeson 4 Birds Sing Their Sangs

UNIT 4	 PROBLEMS OF T-IE: TWENTIETH CEÑTURY

Lesson 1 Air Pollution and YOU

Lesson 2 Marihuana -Ouestions and Answers

Lesson 3 Lite and Death
	 11 3v,

Lesson 4 Radiation Danqer

ED
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These Reading selections are always taped complet.ely.

Certainly, sorne Dr all of the reading selections on the

textboak rnay be recorded sorne parts, to perrnit phrase by

phrase repeti.ti.on to irnprove sk:i. U in oral reading and sorne

parts to quide the silent readinq 	 I3oth types may well be

.included in the sama tapen

In this case, the readinq is done withaut pauses

for phrase to phrase repetition	 The teacher reads slo].y

frorn beçj.inning to end	 this rnay he followed by silent

readinq by the individual student 	 Si [cnt Readinçj	 in

which pronunciation diffic::ulties have not been overcorne is

l:iable to result .in poor reading hab.its	 The student may

dadle , sturnble over or ignore wc:rds he cannat pr'onounce

The tape recordar can supply a fluent	 el lpronounced

arcornpan.irnent to pace the student' s silent readinci	 The

spoken accornpanirnent to the silent readin q effects several

irnportant resul ts.	 ] t prevents da'dl ing	 it cu yes the

student the opportunity to hear the Lanquage correctly

prc:)nounced	 and it ass.ists in cornprehension which depends

larqely upon cuetting the meaning in phrase qroups

In the Reading part	 correct tirnincu aleo rnust be

discussed	 becauseq according to the resulte obtained in

the survey rnadeq sc:rne of the students consider that the

Read mci passages are too long rea :t :Ly they are not on the

book the passaqes cornrnonly occupy one paga and a hal'f Ofllq

the prob].ern is that there is a tendency on the tape ta

speak to sloi y , to over-art.icuiate difficult sounds 	 in

orc:uer tu help tIie student to understand 	 Since the taped

speech	 le aval hable for nurnerous	 repetitions	 such



overemphasis is unnecessary.	 The teacher should speal< at

normal conversationai speed for getting a correct timinci

of the spoken material	 Repeated iisten.inci wili result in

complete comprehens.ion

542	 SPEK. (F'ronunciation)

As	 the	 ciuided	 book	 stated	 in	 the

introduction Speak is a new section of this advanced leve 1

of lanjuage ].earning	By diverse and mul tiple means	 the

student is compel led to produce oral speech	 After a1 i.

that is tire purpose of learninq to speak a lancsuaqe

	

In this section tire student must read aioud	 He

1 istens tc: sen tences poems single words and sons



CONTENTS DF THE SPEAI< (BOOK V)

UNIT 1	 TOPIC	 RecorderJ Non-Recorded

Lesson 1 Sonnet XVIII by William	 X
Sha::espeare

Lessan 2 Sentences (Phrase qroup)	 X

Lesson 3 Who are you? 	 X

Lesson 4 Personal Responses	 X

UNIT 2

Lessan 1 Sonçj "The Dyinq Coboy	 X

Lesson 2 Inside your body	 X

Lesson 3 Students comrnent on their	 X
daily activities

Lesson 4 Commands	 X

UNIT 3

Lesson 1 Inter.jecti..ons	 X

Lesson 2 Sonq ttSreen Grass of Home"	 X

Lesson 3 Telephane Conversations	 X

Lesson 4 Poem "Man Tree and Storn"	 X

IJNIT 4

Lesson 1 Men walk on moon 	 X

Lesson 2 Duestions for conversation	 X

Lesson 3 From Ecclesiastes 	 X

Lesson 4 The Lord .is My Shepherd 	 X

57



In this sect.ion each sentence is follo

about once the len g th of the sentence to be i

the student must re peat while watching the words un the

book inmediately and at the same speed or faster, than

that af the speaker un the tape

Accardinq to our research	 it is advisable that the

sentence be approximately four Lo ei q ht tards 1 depend.inq

upan the sense	 Each sentence pronounced at normal speed

should be fol lowed by a pause about tice the len g th of the

phrase Lo be imitat.ed 	 Th.is permits t.he student to repeat

and qives hirn a moment to thin<

Itis important that pauses for repetition take place

beteen sen tences and not beteen single words.

Pauses must be long enou qh tu allow the average

student to imitate Ton short pause means that the student

wil 1 be interrupted in his repetition by t.he next utterance

on t.he tapen	 This frustrates him and causes him to lose

track of the patterning	 Too long a pause leads to

impatience and irritation

The pause should be just long enouqh for the native

speaker Lo qive the desired response at an unhurried pace,

with an additionai allowance of a count of perhaps three

(une, twa three) It is better Lo qive a longer pause

than a shorter one

The best way to insert pauses of proper lenqth is to

have the speaker repeat the sen tence to himsei f	 al lowing

the "cushion" of three counts 	 If a regular recordinq
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studio iS USCdq C person familiar with the foreiqn lançjuage

can stay outside the studia windawq gi.ve the sentence

ClOUdq and sicjnal the end of the pause by a hand mavement

This tt timer' micjht be the author of the script	 another

teacher or a qoad student.	 Merely, thinijaa the answer is

not satisfactory.	 One tends to think a sentence with a

speed qreater than that of articulation0	 The result would

be ton short a pausen	 If the speaker himself .is forced to

c:alculate the pausess he should simulate articul

cjoing throuçjh the mouth movements silently. Another way is

to think tfl . sente—ce tiice at slow speed befare proceeding

ith the ne>t utterance

When the cassette offers a poemq there are not pauses

beteen	 linesq	 the	 student just	 listens	 to	 the

pranunciation	 Bood pranunciation may be developed by

recitinçj passaqes of prose and poetryq which may be

memorized after being heard a number of times for this

purpose it is unnecessary to record the poem tice (as in

the case of Sonnet XVIII, çjiven in the book V) because it

reduces the space of the recording material	 If the

student wants to hear the poem again he cauld play back

the tape any number of times in arder to repeat and

memori:e it

With respect to single words 	 there is a pause after

each word for the student to repeat	 By continuaily

hearinq the foreiçjn sounds and repeatinq themq the student

acquires correct pronunciation and intanation0 	 If the

student wants to record what he saysq he may campare his



production with the original on the tapen 	 In this iay,

rnispronuncie.t.iori may be corrected and intanation improved

Buts	 the crux of the matter, hajeverq is the

production of appropriate material for the student tu

practice	 This requires a qoad deal of time and effart

In factq taped materiais require more time and care than

ather teachinq mater.ials 9 for they must not anly be

c::iear but also qraded variedq i..rtterestinq and lint::ed up tu

the textbaok and the correspandinq lessan.

As the chart indice.tes (Contents of Speak) sorne parts

of Speak are eh minated maybe because of the space or

because they ere iot appropriated for recordinq

As we pointed out the material for recordinq may be

praductive if the Reading is taped at normal conversational

speed	 not overarticuiatinq sounds sloly, or recording

passages t'ice	 which may he heared aqain by playinq back

the tape. Consequentlyq the teacher could dispuse of

sufficient material tu choose the most import.ant exercises

not the shorter unes for instance for recordinq has been

chosen	 the interiections (Ah! qee! 	 ) anda has been

?].iminated the commands (Pleaseq Stand up	 etc.), 	 that

stt.Ádents consider are fundamental tu know.

Sometimes the cassettes provide sonqs 	 For exampleq

in the case of the sonq	 "The Dyinq Cowboy" after the

student listens tu it 	 he has tu fil l-in the missinq words

in the book	 Eut Lhe sonq is con fusinq and has background

noises	 that	 do not permit	 a	 clear	 :Listeninq and



conequently, it is difficult for the student to underst.nd

the rnissir q tc:rds

To importnt diffi.c:ult.ies should be noted by the

techer Nhile te..chinq sonqs	 Sorne sonqs :include strncie

or	 unusual	 expressiofls that the learners	 may	 not

understand	 The rnusic sornetirnes	 c:overs up the words to

the point of me4::ing t.hern diffic:ui.t t.o hear It paye te)

provide the students with the scripts of such sonqs to help

thern follow the words

In teachinci a sonq	 the fol ].oing general directione

should be helpful

First of a]l	 the teacher ehould plan the sonct's

recordinq keep.inq these purposes in mmd

• Vocabulary development

• Fronunc lation improvernen t

• Prac::tice in irnprovinq the rh y thrn of the nei lanctuac,e

• En i oyrnent and creative atrnosphere

Tc: select the son te	 so that they will ansier student e

ernotional	 needs and appeal ta their 	 intel lectual

interest

The teac:her should introduce the cono by cornrnenting on

its siqnifi..cance and value fl where itissun (if

regional), and on the 1 i'fe of the author (mf irnportant)

se1eçjjg- In selectinq a song forforeicin

lanquaqe lessons each should be judçjed on the basis of

the folloinq criteri

1	 Clarity anci distinctiveness of the spoken lanquaqe



62

2	 Level and di fficult y of the vocabulary used

3. Vocabulary accordinq to the lesson

4	 The speed of the epoken lancivaqe

5	 Correctness and a.uthenticity of the foreign lanquaqe

6	 Appropriateness for the purpose it is to serven

2ÇjI Sonos used[ a Vueppplpry r J1tgLçi.aç:Lt -. Al thoucih

sonqs may be presented hOthq •for the purpose of cultural

enrichment and deveiopment of the l:Lnquistic abil ity in the

new ianquaqeq the basic reason for presenting them is to

qive	 the	 students further dril 1 in using	 familiar

vocabulary by means of an excitinq sonq The inqenious

teacherq who recoqnies th.is value cap deveiop techniques

for teachinçj simple sonqs in order to reinforce vocabulary.

He must choase a song based on vocabulary items that

the students have learned	 SUch sonqs are special ly

effective when used as culminatinq activities 	 thus	 the

students throuqh attractive practice can reinforce the

lanquage concepts that have been qiven as a part of their

lessons

5.4.3. LI STENING COtIFREHENS ION

The prociram' s auxiliary cassette includes

Listen inq-Cornprehension exercises Here the students

must fol low cassette 's instructions 1 (this couid vary

according to the leseon)	 They are divided into 4

prts

First. Part	 Common 1 y q this part is referred to as sound e

discrimination	 Thusq the students he.ve to
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circie the he.rd sounds	 In the space provided 9 the

students write words t.hat they hear on a sen tence

Second Fart

	

	 The student iistens to a paraqraph .in arder-

ta complete the exercise by writing the

correct answer to the quest.ions given.

Third Parti	 First.q a passaqe is read 	 then the student

must fil 1 in the omitted words.	 The passaqe

il 1 be read once (the student can re.ind the tape if

necessary) The passaqe on the booklet should make sense

after filiinq in the blanks

Fourth Fart	 D:[CTTION-- This is the final part of aural

exercises on the procram 	 The student must

rite the passaqe heard on the cassette with the fol lawinq

str'ateçjy

a	 The passae will be read threetimes	 first	 at normal

speeciq	 for the student to listen to 	 second

dictation speed	 with punctuation for the student to

copy and fina]. l y for check.in q the work done.

h The student can repeat the cassette as many times as he

thinks necessaryq in arder to check what he hears and

wr:ites

Undoubtedl y q these four parts are very important

hecause the Qreatest effectiveness of the recorded material

.is in the practice of aural comprehension	 which is the

most.interesting exercise to be put an tapes 	 Anecdotes,

poems	 prose passaqes	 dialogues and conversations may be



used, A direc:t connection with the lesson can be made by

tapinq selections from the text.book used by the st.udent

En factq if prepared with sorne skill 9 the cornprehension

lesson may irivolve pract.ic:e in pronunciation j the learning

o •f new vocabuiary, answer:Lnq questions on content. (readinq

comprehension) and even 1 a dic tation exercise

With respec ..o dic tation as:i.. t is indicated in the

strateqy, the passacie is read three times; ',e consider that

to readinqs at different speeds suff:Lce to save space in

the tape and	 considering thaL the st.udent can reind the

cassette if needed	 The first reading couid he f1uent the

second one c::ould be in phrase c.iroups for writing.	 Since

writ.in q is rnuch sioer t.han oral repetition the recordinq

should be made so that even the rnoderateiy slow writer

can fo110 it

* * * *
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6	 SAN1PLE SELECTION AND DESCRIPTION

Accordinci to the fourfold ¿im of lanquaqe teachinq the

staqes	 in acquiring a foreicin tonque are 1 isteninci

speakinq • readinq and wri..tincj Practic:al ly al 1 ].anquaqe

teachers and ¿tuden ts aqreed tha t qrammar t rans 1 ations and

readinq rnethods are out.moded and that the auraioral

obi ective is the rnost desirable one in leraninq a :Lanquaç.e

For this reason we appi ied an inques....2.15 students of

Peritaje of V and VI LevE? ls of severa :i Assoc: iated Centers

çf the Open tJniversityin arder t.o know if the audio--

cassette has produced satisfact.ory results in the oral

communication

61	 THE INOUEST

The iiiquest was wr:itten in Spanish to avoid any

confussion of the quested students and with the purpose of

gett.inq clear and honest. answers

The inquest was di vided mio 6 parts:

1	 L.inquistic Background of t.he Quest.ed Students

2. Radio and Te].evision with Foreiqns Lanquaqe Procjrarns in

o u r Co un t r y

:3. The Tape Recorder and the Audio-Cassette in	 the

A
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Development of the Speaking Aimq Seif-evaluation 	 and

Self-criticism

4, The Audi.o-Cassette in an Inteqrated Learninq Process

5	 Preference of the students about the content of the

cassette

6	 Cassettes Dual i ty

1 NQUEST

ESTUDIANTE DE PERITAJE EN INOLES

Considerando que las deficiencias en la comunicación

oral del Inglés se deben a factores metodoló q i'cos y

recursos inadecuados para propiciar su desarrollo, estamos

interesados en conocer e identificar en quí grado el uso

del audi..o-cassette ha. producido resultados satisfac:torios

Pedimos a usted contestar la siguiente encuesta en una

forma clara y honestan

Marque con una X donde usted crea conveniente

:1., a) Sus estudios secundarios los realizó en

-- Colegio Monolinque

Colegio Bilinque

h) ¿En su casa existe algún familiar que hable Inglés?

si	 NO

c) ¿Tiene o ha tenido la oportunidad de relacionarse

con una o algunas personas diestras en el idioma

inglés?

SI	 NO
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¿Si su respuesta es SI 	 En qué porcentaje

comprende lo que esa o esas personas hablan?

2)X	 4/	 8X

d) ¿Está usted en capacidad de responder en forma oral

cuando se le habla en Inglés':'

	

SI	 NO

- ¿Si su respuesta es SI	 En qué porcentaje?

20%	 40%

2. e) ¿Tiene la oportunidad de ver programas televisados

en Inglés?

	

SI	 NO

f) ¿Ha escuchado programas radiales en Inglés—.`

	

SI	 NO

::, q) ¿Tiene en su casa un toca-cassette que grabe y

reproduzca el sonido?

	

SI	 NO

h) ¿Ha grabado y luego escuchado su pronunciación del

idioma inglés?

	

SI	 NO

4	 i) ¿Cree que el uso del audio-cassette le ayuda a

desarrollar su comunicación oral?

	

SI	 NO

si) ¿Cuántas horas semanales se dedica a practicar con

el aud io-cassette?



5. k) ¿.Qué parte del cassette le interesa más escuchar?

Reading	 ListeninqComprehension

Pronunc iation

6. 1) ¿Cuál es su parecer de los cassettes que la

Universidad expende?

La calidad del material es

buena	 regular	 mala

El precio es

caro	 barato	 aceptable

El mensaje grabado es

claro	 regular	 no se entiende

6.2.. RESULTS

6,2.1. LINGUISTIC BACKGROUND OF 	 THE QtJESTED

STUDENTS

Question ia	 Sus estudios secundarios los realizó en

CHRT 1

Tipo de colegio	 Frecuencia

Colegio Bilin que	 so	 37,21

Colegio Monolinque	 131

No contestan	 4	 186

	

215	 99,,90

69



70

Question 1b	 ¿En su casa existe algún familiar que hable

Inq ls?

CHART 2

	

Alternativa	 Frecuenc:ia

-.-L---_-I
SI	 34	 15€31

NO	 177	 8' "'

	

No contestan	 4	 186

__................	 _

	

213	 9999

D.uestion 1.c. ¿Tiene o ha tenido la oportunidad de

relacionarse con una o algunas personas

diestras en el idioma Inclés?

CHART 3A

	

Alternativa	 Frecuencia

SI	 134	 6232

NO	 81	 37.67

	

215	 99..99
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Question 1	 1	 ¿Si su respuesta es SI. 	 En qué porcentaje

comprende lo que esa o esas personas

hablan?

CHRT 3B

	

Porcentaje de	 comprensión	 Frecuencia

	

46	 3432
40%	 20	 1500

	

20	 15.00

	

40	 29.85

	

8	 5.97

	

1:34	 10014

Question 1d	 ¿Está 1Jd en capacidad de responder en forma

oral cuando se le habla en Incjls?

CHAF<T 4A

Alternativa	 Frecuencia

SI	 159	 7:395

NO	 56	 26.04

	

215	 9999
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Question 1.d.1. ¿Si su respuesta es SI 	 En quá porcen-

taje?

CHPRT 4E

Porcentaje de comprensión 	 Frecuencia	 7.

	

7%.	 45.28

	

11	 7,0(2)

	

23	 14.46

807.	 49	 31.00
100 ,7	 4	 2.51

	

159	 100.25

Accordinq tu the resuits of the question 1 (literais

a, b, c, d) we have found that hearinq a lanquacie spoken

every dey does not nec.esserily leed to correct

pronunciation and accurate speech, for instance from 215 a

37X of the quested student.s have studied in bilinqual

schools, a 16% have relatives who speak Enqlish and a 62%

of the stuc:Iente have had the opportunity to be related vith

sil lful peopie in EE.nqi ish lanquaqe, ht....this situation did

not influence for understand.inq and speal.::inq adequately.

Only 35.8% of the students understand what they heard and

33.5% can respond oral ly in Encil ish (Charts 1 2 3 4)

The fact is that they have never listened with

concentretion and have never tried to anelye what they

have heard.	 Students rnust be trained to listen critical ly

as well as c.onversationaliy	 there must be en attitude of

c:oncentration as well as appreciation in arder to qet the

efficecy of t.he audio-cassette
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Lanqw9.ge mastery dernands the development of habits of

automatic response. Thi.s can be achieved oniy by frequent

h:Lqhly motivated dril 1 exercises and mnuch repetition 	 The

audiccassette can accompiish that which the ordinary

classroom cannot. The use of orthophon.ic devices increases

the quality and the quantity of the students perforrnance

hut it requi res attention	 concentration	 and appl ication

i.f it isto be effective

tAJe have to analye also	 the social sense of the

answers	 because	 e can find oniy in biq cities of Quito

and Guayaquil, hilincjual schoo].s	 Hereq the students have

the opportunity to iearñ both lancjuaqes 	 butq	 this

opportunity is iirnited	 due t.o its hi q h cost.	 •jLkSt people

of hiqh economic position can attend to bil inqual schools

Also most of people who cjo to t.he United St.ates are

irnrn.iqrants	 They want to qet rnuch money,	 orkinq there

But they are not reaii y interested in learning the Enqlish

lanciuccie
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622. TELEV:E5I0N	 AND	 RADIO	 WITH	 FOREIGN

LANGUAGE PROGRAMS IN OUR COIJNTRY

Question 2,e. ¿Tiene o ha tenido la oportunidad de ver

programas televisadas en Inglés?

CHART 5

ALTERNATIVA

	

L U (3 A R	 --.--______ -•_________
SI	 NO

Zaruma	 1
San Gabriel	 2
Guaranda	 1	 7
Riobamba	 2
Azoguez	 4
Sto Domingo	 5
Fortovelo	 1
Pilas	 2
Quevedo	 3
Cariaman q a	 1
Tulcán	 3
Casar	 1
Tena	 1
Chone	 1	 5
Manta	 2	 1

Portav.ieja	 3
Laja	 2	 9
Machala	 3	 11
Ambato	 8	 13
Quito	 29	 9
Esmeraldas	 1	 4
Cuenca	 6	 4
Ibarra	 5	 1
Latacun qa	 2	 9
Guayaquil	 33	 9
La Libertad, Sta Rosa
Huaquillasq Pasaje	 6

No contestan	 (7)	 95	 113

(325%)	 (4418X)	 (5255%)
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Question 2.f. ¿Tiene	 o ha tenido la oportunidad	 de

escuchar programas radiales en Inglés?

CHPRT 6

ALTERNAT IVA
L U G A R	 ---.----..-..--.

SI	 NO

Zaruma
San Gabriel	 2
Guaranda	 1	 7
Riobamba	 1	 1
Azoque:	 3	 2
Sta Domingo	 3	 5
Portovelo
Pidas	 2
Quevedo	 3
Cariamanqa	 1
Tulcán	 3
Ganar	 1
Tena	 1
Chone	 6
Manta
Portoviejo	 1	 2
Loja	 8	 6
Machala	 2	 9
Ambato	 7	 14
Quito	 30	 9
Esmeraldas	 5
Cuenca	 9	 1
Ibarra	 5	 1
Latacunqa	 6	 5
Guayaquil	 20	 22
La Libertad Sta Rosa
Huaquillasq Pasaje	 1	 5

TOTAL	 12	 113

PORCENTAJE	 47.44%	 5255%

Listeninci is a skill which can	 be developed.	 The

student is continual ly exposed to sound 	 In our modern aqe

of hiqhly cleveloped techniques in cc:mmunicatic:n 	 many

people spend a qood deal of their time in iistenin q to mass
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media.	 Alrnost every Ecuadorian at horne has a radio set,

the broadcast is one of the rnost widely used rnass media for

communication Ite value in advertisinci was recognized

aimost from the start and that phase of radio broadcastinci

v.íil i undoubtectiy remain a permanent one in this country.

The	 system	 of commercial	 sponsorinq	 seems	 firmly

estabi ished	 In other countries	 here the ciovernment

(raintains the statione	 such sponsorship is not necessary

hence no "commercials"

All of the ques ..cd student.s have a radio set, but

sad to say, a weakness of radio in aur country is the ever

disappear'ance of purely educational broadcasts an t.he

larqer nation wide hookups	 aleo the irnpossibihity to

secure a local etation at moderate c:ost for educational

broadcastincj and for the teachin q of foreiqn lanquaqes.

However accordinci to the results (charte 56) in the

biq cit:.ies of Quito and Guayaquil students liave thc

opportunity of dii md ef home effec:tively sorne statione

with foreiqn lancivage programe.  Eutthere are a number of

drawhacks in cannection with cornrnerc:ial cc:ncerns to settle

expenses Those and other cities elsa heve the opportunity

Fo listen to sonqs in the foreicin lanquecie that ere

presented to enrich the flavor of E:riglish musical program

They are praqrarnmed chiefiy for enjoyment	 thou	 the

students need not understand al 1 the words However, wi f

this kind of programe they may teste a bit of 1 ife in a

for-eiqn cauntry1 they miqht ecquire e qoad stock of useful

expressic)ns in Enqlishq end leern a number of deliqthful

soncis
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With reqard to Teievision it .is deplorable that .in

Ecuador, here television has reached a hiqher deveiopmentq

educational programs are so paor.	 They are scant in

Spanish	 and .in Engi ish they do not exist	 Television

should do what the teecher cannot dó.	 This is especial ly

vital in the teachinci af forei qn lanquaqes Here is a

marve].aus instrument afferinq wonderful passibilities which

have not even been tapped

Rar'ely 1 in t.he bici citiesq are terevised praqrams

offered by the UTFL 	 here foreicin lanquaqes are tauqht un

the screen»	 Therefc:re the quested students think that the

proqrams must he vastly improved 	 they are not coordinated

ith the total teachinq situation and the y don' t allow for

active participat.ion of the learner.

	

Hoever these kinds of proqrams are ideal 	 for

presentinq sirnultaneously the to most important facets of

iancjuaqe learninc,	 faci 1 ity in spea kinq and acquaintance

jith the forei qn culture	 Ta make iisteninq to mass media

effectiveq	 education	 must develop the critical	 and

discrirninatinq sense in the student

6.2.3. THE TAPE RE.CORDER AND THE ALJDIOCASSETTE

IN THE DEVELOFMENT OF THE SPEAK 1 NG Al M

SELF-EVALUAT:EÍJN AND SELF-CRITI CI SM
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Question 3çj	 ¿Tiene en su casa un toca-cassette que grabe

y reproduzca e]. sonido?

CH12 RT 7

Alternativa	 Frecuencia

SI	 200

NO	 .t4

No contestan	 1

	

215	 999

Question 3.h. ¿Ha grabado y luego escuchado su pronuncia-

ción del idiomainglés'?

CHART 8

Alternativa	 Frecuencia	 X

SI	 90	 41,86

NO	 12(Zi	 5501

No contestan	 5	 2,,32

	

215	 9999

As stated before audio-cassettes make listenincj

available to the students at all timesq and it they have

been rnotivated properly, the speciah repetitive practice

furnished by this device may help them in developincj the

s pe&<inci skilh



Throuqh this listeninq act.ivity, st

the.ir ears to fner rJistinctions of sound

lcd to deve].op sorne poers of critical aval

Accordinq to the resu]. ts 	 the 93 of the students

have tape players that record and reproduce sound but oniy

42% of those students have recordad and then 1 istened to

their English pronunciation (charts 78)	 Students rnust he

motivated to record the ir on tapes	 a poerful incentive

:Ls the assurancc that sooner or later the student wi 1 1 be

abie to speak the :ianquacie with ease	 The deferrinq of

present to futura uti .1 ity depends upon the ski 1 1 and

persuas.ivcness of the teacher, For this reason the student

rnust be encouraced for listeni.nci to his on recordad voice

since a.tdio-cassettes afford t.he students this opportunity

and allow them tu im.tate a veriety of voices durinq

repetit ion practica,,

P student studyinc independently 'tith his on tape

can work un back lessons for revie'inq o r take advantage of

the sel f--pacinçj feature tu move ahead in the proqrarn or in

the text bool::	 lsoq if he wishes, he can dispose of a

biank tape to record his on voice for later sel fanalysis

or self-qradinq comparinq h.is performance with that of the

model	 The student can erase his on recordinq and try

aqain.	 This can be done any number of times until the

student feels that his performance is nearly perfect

6.2.4. THE A1JD i o CASSETTE IN IN	 i NTEGRATED

LEARN :F NG PROCESS
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Question 4 i..	 ¿Cree que el uso de audio-c:assette le ayuca

a desarrollar su comunicación oral?

CHART 9

Alternativa	 Frecuencia

SI	 193	 8976

NO	 19	 418

No contestan	 13	 6.04

	

215	 99.88

Question 4. j . ¿Cuántas horas semanales se dedica a practi-

car con el audio-cassette?

[uI:riIIr4]

Alternativa	 Frecuencia

No practican	 16	 7
De 0 a 5 horas	 148	 69
De 5 a 10 horas	 30	 14
Cuando dispone de tiempo	 11	 5
Cuando va a resolver la	 6	 3
programación
No contestaron	 4	 2

	

215	 100

Accordinci to Chart 9 more t.han 90% of the students

think that t.he use of the audio-cassette he  p them ta

develop the oral communication 	 They say d one has to hear

1 inquistic sound first befare one can reproduce them"

Aura 1 comprehension is one of the basic ski 1 ls in learninci

\
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a foreiçjn 1anquace	 In arder to reach a sat.isfact.ory

standard .in this skiii the learner should first of all be

abie to recoqnie tha sound of the tarciet ianguaqe	 He

shouid be abie to discrirninate these sound in the sarne way

as a nativo speaker does	 So, students are concious of'

that the ability to pronounce fluentiy and accurateiy

depends	 on	 the learner' s 1 isten.inq with 	 cara	 and

understand.inq

In sp:ite of thinkinci SOq there are students that do

not practico with the audio-cassette	 9X practico less

than 5 hours per week	 and oniy 14X practico aproximateiy

10 hours per weak (Chart 1)

It	 is import.ant to prepare students from	 the

beqi nninq for the k.ind of p ractica they must do with the

audio-cassette.	 This orientat.ion may be ctiven in the

proqram or by means of an introductory tape Students

shou].d real i;:e that they wi 11 iearn Lo under .and a foreiqn

ianguacie only by hearinq itfrequentiy, thus they will not

:I.earn to speak it wi th case uniess they have frequent and

systematic	 pract.ice in repeatinci reqularly	 different

combinations of lanquaqe eiements Thcy must not be lcd to

bel ieve that the aud jo-cassette is a short and effortless

road to lanquage masteryq but must see it as an step of an

inteqrated	 1 earn inq	 process	 demand inq	 work	 and

c:oncentration on their part 	 Many students are at first

confused on hearinq autheritic nativo speech spo:en at

normal speed	 Thcy must understand that this confusion
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wi 1 1 pass away as they ears become more trained and as

their knowiedge increases

5	 ¿Qué parte del cassette le interesa más escuchar?

CHART 11

Preferencia
Alternativa	 de los

Estudiantes

Reading	 60	 279
Speak	 91	 42.34
Listeninq	 53	 2465
No contestaron	 11	 5.11.

	

215	 100.00

According to the resul ts obtained from the question

What part of the cassette do you like to listen more? 	 we

have found that 91 stüdents which corresponds to 42.34% of

the quested students prefer SFEAK 	 the second place of

preference has READING with 60 studentes 	 equal tc) 279

and with a short difference frc:m the abo ye oneq there are-

53 students who 1 ike LISTENINO partp that is 24.65% of the

quested students

"SF'EAK" endose the preference of most of students

since in th.is partq the student has the opportunity tu

prac tice En q l ish oral ly and on the other hand we consider

that the variety of exercises that are included in the

Speak partq calis the student' s attention Also the

stuc:tent.i s interested in learning the vocabulary qiven in

this part.
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"READING 1 and L..ISTENING" have alrnost t.

of preferenceq but with a difference of a 32Y/ from S ak

It shows thatq taki nc into account the previous study of

the cassettes made by us	 Readinqs un these cassettes t.end

to be long and without motivation for the students The

students cjeneraliy experience little difficulty reading

rnaterials that inciude known vocahuiary and every day

topics those that they may not he familiar, such ¿s

political or scientific readinqs

Listeninci interests the less number of students with

a 24.65X of the sarnple 	 It could be because students are

not taught tu listen	 also the y consider Listen ing as a

passive 5 .:: l 1

6

	

	 ¿Cuál es su parecer acerca de los cassettes que la

Universidad expende?

CHART 12

Calidad	 Precio	 Mensaje Grabado

Alternativa	 X	 X	 Alternativa X	 h	 Alternativa	 X	 7

Buena	 80 3728 Caro	 48 2233 Claro	 57 2651
Regular	 181 4698 Aceptable	 146 679 Regular	 123 57.201
Mala	 29 13.49 Barato	 12 558 No se en

tienden	 27 1256
No contestan	 5	 2.33 No contestan 9 419 No contestan 8	 372

215 18888	 215 1ø8ø	 215 9999

At the end of the inquestq we have made a general

question that was	 Which is your opin.ion about the

cassettes that the University offers?	 This question was



elaborat:ed with the purpose of knojir, q to wha

cassette • therne of our study, . is at hand for

of Peritaje

Referrinq	 to	 qualityq	 only 29 students	 that

correspond to 13.49% anse r that it is badp the other ones

think that the cassette has a çjood quaiity. When we taik

about Dr.ice?q we make a. pause, beca.use 48 students that 1.5

22,33% consider that the cassette is cheapq and it is a

fact that must he considered

123 students say that t.he recorded messaqe 	 is

regular, this is equal to 57.20% of the quested students

tAjhile the 251% of the students thiril:: that the recorded

messaqe is ciear.	 Only 27 students, correspondinq to a

smal 1 porcentaqe of 12.56% do not understand the recorded

rnessacteq aithouqhq it is impor ....ant ta make or to develop

nelM techniques to ¿.VOid this comp1eteiy.

Wc think tha.t this question ansered by the students

has a hi q h deqree of thruthfuinessq since the inquest had

not identification

Finaily, w9 be].ieve t,hat according to the ansers

the students are alike with physicai cha.racteristics of the

cassettes and this shows that it is not a factor which

irnpedes the deveiopment of oral comrnunication throuqh the

t..tse of this audio-cassette of the at-a--distance system of

studies

* * * * *
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7 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

71 The recordinq studio of the UTPL does not meet

the necessary conditions required for making

master recordinqs

The studia shauld be lacated in the quiest

part of the buildinq

The room should be soundpraafed ta exc lude

ex traneous noises such as passinq	 buses

playground flOiSCSq and siamm.i.n q doars

The	 space for the recordinq instrumente

should be separated from the etudio proper

here the speakers would he in contact throuqh

a saundproof window. This is done so that

roises cominci from the machinery and the

teclin.ician will not be recorded

The	 eoundproof area may have wal le with

staci q ered vertical st.uds interwoven with

fiberqlass .insulation (Fig. Appendix iA) a 2"

X é" piate is used, and the 2" X 4' studs
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alternate	 sides	 A dauble	 door,	 tell

eatherstrippedq exc::ludes outside noise 	 A

windaw at eye level :in each door is advisable

The sc:t.ndproof window beteen the studio and

the	 instrument room may be as larqe as

des:.ired it is double qiazeciq that ±Sq to

panes of qlass of different thicknesses are

used, and one is set at en enqle' to the other

(F.iq Appendix 18)

The interior of the studio should be lined

tith acoustical ti. le or hunq .i th coarse

drapes The floor should be of cork tile or

deep pile carpeti..nq

In view that considerable hect is qenerated by

the electronic devices	 It is therefore

nec:essary to plan for adequate ventilation q

air--condition--room, should be (nade with sound

traps

The electric i 1 lumination should he such that

it does noF..interfere with electric dev.ices

1 f flourescent 1 inqhtinq is used it must

operate silently. The bel iasts :in such líq hts

often buz ioudly enouqh to ruin master tapes

An intercorn beteen the studio and the

instrument room is necessary. The 1 oudspeaker

shouid beinstal led in t.he cei 1 inq or wall or

the studio and wired so that no feedback

occurs
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Ltxi:1iary fittinqs miqht :inc::lude a 	 large

timin q	clock showinq e>p.i red minutes and.

seconds	 a blackboard (for rerninrJinq one of

the tape nurnber, etc.) a tableq and sorne

creak-free chairs.

7..2. The student cannot be expected to hear all the

nuances of the speech on the tape unless they are

faithfuhly recorded

1 f an experienced person is as<ed to prepare-

tapes to accompany a prescribed textbook he

shouid	 first	 qet	 acquainted	 with	 the

preparation	 of	 the	 material	 and	 the

correspondinq scrpts ¿md q if it is possible

he shouid attenrJ a sem.inar or workshop before

atternptinq t.o work on bis on 	 In thi_s way

many pitfal is t4:L 11 be avoided	 and time wi 11

not	 be	 wasted on materials	 which	 are

frustre.ting to the st.udent and disappointincj

to their hard-vorking creat.or.

The tapes should be prepared by cul tured

native speakers, so the student can listen to

perfect rnodels Even if the Ecuadorian

te..cher is wel 1 trained he wont qive al 1 the

nuances and intonation to bis speech, which

the native uses

73 On the audio-cassette of the UTPL, the speaker
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tends to introduce variations in tone and tempo

to make it easier for the student to understand

Howeverq those changes do nat help the listener

at all	 They are usuaily exposed ta normal

conversational speech

Voice quality is very impartant In detached

sen tences and dril is the va].ume and tan(--u

should remain unchancied

The teacher shauid speak in a natural relaxed

manner	 the subject shauld be presented with

viarmth and irterest 	 Nathinq is more deadiy

than	 a monotonous	 dul i	 and	 unispired

praductian

In arder ta prevent pauses 	 om.issians and

carrectians it is hiqhly recammended far the

teac::her	 La	 be quite familiar with	 the

material

74. The taped presentation is intended to develop in

the student the ability to understand the spoken

language in life situations	 and give	 him

facility in expressing himself freely. The

ability to pronounce fluently and accurately

depends on the learners listening with care and

understanding.

Throuqht	 çrt1
and	 q 5 tL&defl ts

can attain automati.c use of speech patterns
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for	 proqres.inq	 effectively toward	 oral

developrnent in the new ianquaqe

Listening seems q on the surface ta be a very

simple, passive receptive procesen . Actualiy

it requires attention c:oncentrat:Lon and

aplic:at.ion i.f it Le to be effectiven

75 ccording ta our, work we can summarie that the

use of the audio cassette aids languaqe learning

in the foliowing ways

Practically all of the obiectives of a language

caurse can be achieved with the audio-cassette

speakingq understandingq pronouncing 	 learning

vocabularyq	 carrying	 on	 a	 conversationq

memorizingq reading and dictationn

The near-ideal pronunciation of native speakers

is always available with the audio-cassette.

Students become readily accustomed to different

kinds of voices -male and femaleq oid and young

coarse and fines etc., while in a conventional

claseroom it is heard only the teachers voice

With the audio-cassette the student can listen to

over and ayer again "Repetitio mater

studiorum"

The audio-cassette gives every student	 an

opportunity to practice individuahly during a

whole periodn	 In a ciassroom the	 student
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generally recites or speaks but a few minutes at

each session

The	 audio-cassette	 allows	 for	 immediate

correction	 The	 student can	 compare	 his

performance at once with the recordinçj

Althouqh the machine cannot replace the teacher,

in at-a-distance system it relieves the teacher

of mány tasks	 With the audio-cassette the

student can get much additiona]. practice 	 A

machine does nat tire.

By constant repetition and oral drili the student

acquires easily a new set of speech habits - the

real objective of learning a foreiçjn language

TherefDreq students should be stimulated to do

a continuous and frequent use of the cassette

:in orderta ac:hieve ctoad leveis in listeninq

camprehension and speakinçj

i:t is nec:essary to awake the interest of the

students far oral dril linq with the help of

the cassette

Despite ± ts man y advan tacies	 the a.udio-cassete

does not salve al 1 prahieme in the teaching of fareiqn

lanquages	 Sincel 1: is 9 eft.er dl	 a mac:h±ne and as we

said	 it cannat replace the teacher.	 It can be a very

effecti..ve a±d	 howeverq it ±s and must remain as en

auxil.iary device..
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Every	 mechanic:al dev.ice for learnin q	has	 its

advantaqes and its disadvantacies	 In the case of the

audio-cassette the chief dançjer is that the procedures may

hecome monotonous	 f the student' s aiert.ness is not

maintained	 he will become drosy and only half listen to

hat is beincj saich	 Nonot.ony may be eliminated by the

follo.inq recommendations

Pvoide the use of iencthy recordinqs

Introduce musical selec:tions

Frcvide	 much	 opportunity	 for	 the	 student

participation	 This can be done by al ioinq

pauses in the tapes for the student to repeat
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APPENDIX lA.

-	
- Soundproof wall showing offset studs andinterwoven

fiberglass batts

AFPENDIX lB.

Soundproof studio window (cross section)
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