- . T TS W TR AR T S e e e T Tk T

} Iipi eomide 4 donica  Particular de

BIBLIGTECA GENERAL

-pisado el J__l;_%:f?g
' llor $100

*6 Clasificacién 1491 Q H63. J i6 _}
|




UNIVERSIDAD TECNICA PARTICULAR DE LOJA |
FACULTAD DE LENGUAS Y LINGUISTICA

DEPARTAMENTO DE INGLES

THE USE OF THE AUDIO-CASSETTE 'iN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF ORAL COMMUNICATION IN ENGLISH OF THE STUDENTS
- ENROLED IN THE AT-A-DISTANCE SYSTEM.

A RESEARCH WORK FOR LICENCIATE'S
DEGREE IN ENGLISH ‘

MARITZA ALTAMIRANO ARIAS ANA LUCIA UNDA COSTA

Lic. ROSARI0 MARIA BURNEO

. ADVISOR '

Loja - E_cuador
1990




Esta version digital, ha sido acreditada bajo la licencia Creative Commons 4.0, CC BY-NY-SA: Reconocimiento-
No comercial-Compartir igual; la cual permite copiar, distribuir y comunicar publicamente la obra, mientras se
reconozca la autoria original, no se utilice con fines comerciales y se permiten obras derivadas, siempre que
mantenga la misma licencia al ser divulgada. http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/deed.es

2017


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/deed.es

ACKNOWLEDGE

We express our gratitude to Lic. Rosario Maria Burneo, for

. A\
his valuable assistance as Thesis Director.’
Our acknowledgement - to the Faculty of Language and
Linguistics and to each one of the teachers, who guided us
with their knowledge to arrive to the goal that we have

proposed.

Also we want to thank to our parents and to every person

who helped us in the fullfilment of this work.

/,A‘I /
; g
-@m«

it



LIC. ROSARIO MARIA BURNEQ,

Research Advisor.
CERTIFIES:

That the present research. work has
been supervised in all its parts;
all the ideaﬁs thoughts and
concepts for the development of
this %hesiﬁ are on  the authors’
absolute responzahility; therefores

auwthorizes ite presentation.

%MKM

7 evennmsnnannannan e

iii



DEDICATION

To all whom we love.

Maritza

Ana Lucia

iv



TARLE OF CONTENTS

FREFACE

INTRODUCTION

CHAFTER 1

BRIEF ACCOUNT OF AT-A-DISTANCE SYSTEM oF
STUDIES FOUNDATION IN ECUADOR.
1.1. DES&RIPTIQN
1.2, ORJECTIVES OF AT-A-DISTANCE SYSTEM OF
STUDIES
1.2.1. General Objectives

1.2.2, Specific Objectives

CHAFTER II'

MATURE OF TEACHING LEARNING THROUGH AT-A-
DISTANCE SYSTEM OF STUDIES IN ECUADOR.
Fa.1l.  STRUCTURE AND CAREERS THAT THE LAl
OFFERS . B
2.2 TEACHING-LEARNING OF SERVICES IN ENGLISH
AS A SECOND LANGUAGE THROUGH THE AT-A—
DISTANCE SYSTEM OF THE OFER UMIVERSITY.
2.2.1. English Licenciature Frogram
- Objiectives of the

Licenciatura en Inglés.

FAGE

8

1@



oA

= The Official University
Degrees.
2.2.2. General English Services
2:.2.%3. Peritaje English Services
De.ma.f. Differences between Feritaje and
General English Courses.
STUDENT 'S CHARACTERISTICS
EVALUATION AND FPROMOTION SYSTEM
2.4.1. At-a-distance Evaluation
2.4.2. Fersonal Evaluation
ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF ENGLISH

LEARNING THROUGH AT-A-DISTANCE STUDIES.

CHAFTER III

Z. NATURE AND QUALITY OF THE USED MATERIAL FOR

THE LEARNING-TEACHING OF ENGLISH IN THE OFEN

UNIVERSITY.

I

-
LSS R

THE FROGRAM
Halol. Characteristics of the program
Hal.2.  Structural fspects of the

Material.

ALID MATERIAL

CHAFTER IV

4. AUDIO-CASSETTE VAaLUE, RELATED TO OTHER

TEACHING AIDS IN AT-A-DISTANCE SYSTEM.

Vi

1@

11

19

k3
o

24



4.1. WHAT ARE TEACHIMG AIDS?
4.2. WHY ARE AIDS RECOMMENDED?
4.7%.  VALUE OF LANGUAGE TEACHING AIDS
4.4, AIDS FOR AN INDIVIDUALTIZING LEARNING
4n4ni, The Audio-Cassette in at—a-
distance Hystem.
4.4.2, The Fhonograph Record in At—a-
Distance System.
.  Advantages of records
«  Limitations of recofds
4.4.%. The Radio in At-a-Distance
System.
.  Advantages of radio
. Limitations of radio

4.5, WHY 18§ THE AUDIO CASSETTE RECOMMENDED?Y

CHAPTER V

o

THE AUDIO-CASSETTE AS A SUPFORT INSTRUMENT IN
THE TEACHING-LEARNING aF ENGL ISH AT—-A~

DISTANCE.

S.1. A NEW EMPHASIS IN LANGUAGE LEARNING
H.2. AUDIO-CASSETTE PRODUCTION FROCESS IN THE
U.T.F.L.
5,2.1. The DFMAL Audio Deﬁartment
5,.2.2. Audio Department Eguipment
5.2.%. Natuwre and Quality of the Audio~
Cassette.

vii

27

@

ey

Cane? il

59

4@

4@

46

48



. LCassettes
. The Frogram’s auxi M2

cassette.

3.5, CHARACTERISTICS OF THE AUDIO-CASSETTE IN 31
AT-A-DISTANCE SYSTEM.
3.4. STRUCTURAL ASPECTS AND QUALITY OF THE 535

RECORDED MATERIAL IN THE UAL.

5.4.1. Reading a3
3.4.2. Speak 56
"B.4.%3. Listening Comprehension &2

CHAFTER VI

6. SBAMPLE SELECTION AND DESCRIFTION

H.l. INAUEST &7
H.2. RESULTS | L9
H.2.1. Linguistic Background of the &

fluested Students.

L. Television and Radio with 74
Foreign Language Frograms in our
Country.
s2eie The Tape-Recorder and Audio- 77
’ Cassette in the Development of
the Speaking aim, malf-
evaluation and self-criticism.
Ga2ad., The Audio-Cassette in Aarn 79

Integrated Learning Frocess.

viii



CHAFTER VII
7. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

¥ X kX X X



FREFACE

Engliéh is a universal language, spoken by about 700
million peéplen Fact, which explains in some way the
introduction of this language in the study’'s plans of the
different careers that the UTFL offers in its Conventional

System as well as in its Open or at—a-Distance System.

However, we believe that the  teaching-learning
process applied has many connotations. Because, ordinarily
the students that take and approve this subject, and a
great number of the ones who decide wpon  the English

Licenciature, show defficiencies in oral communication.

It is suppwﬁed, hy some well-informed people that the
learning of English and other no native languages, only can
he acquired by living in the country where the language is
spoken. Although  such apinioﬁ has determined foundation,
is not totally true, because it excludes other mechanisms
ancd  forms of learning foreign  languages, which can  be

extremely valuable.

In our environment, with the creation of the Open

~
s



University, the use of the auwdio-cassette, as a necessary
mechanism in  English  teaching, was included; we are
intersested, then, in finding out and identifying to what

extent such mechanism has produced the desired results.
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INTRODUCTION

At the present time, the use of techﬁalagy has been
extended around  the world, and the stressed emphasis in
learning to speak a foreign language has been cafried to an
@rtensive wsage of mechanic machines in order to registrate
and  reproduce the sound; th@f@fore, it is necessary Lo
study in detall the educational advantages of applving such

a technology in the teaching of foreign languages.

We have carefully reviewsd the previous research work
made in the Language Faculty of the AUHiversidad Tétnica
Farticular de Loja witﬁ the purpose of determining the
relation of our work‘with ather similar ones formerly
elaborated.. We have found that the usage of the audio-
cassette in the teaching of English in the Open University,
has not been investigated in thmse worké, neither is theres
any reference to the mentioned subiect; for these reasons
aur pianned research intends to contribute to the solution
of the oral communication problems feced by the English
teaching in  the at-a-distance system of ©the Universidad

Técnice Particular de Loja, through the discovering of the

Hid



advantages and disadvantages af the usage of pre-recorded

cassettes.

The - present research work will foous on thé
advantages and disadvanfagea af the audio~-visual
instruments, specifiCally.the audio-cassette as a means to
improve the student’'s oral expression and as an educational
support in the teaching-learning process implemented by the
Dpen  Unversity of the Universidad Técnica Particular de

l.oia.

We helieve that the theme proposed here, THE USE OF
THE ALUDIO-CASSETTE IN THE DEVELOFMENT OF ORAL COMMUNICATION
IN  ENGLISH OF THE STUDENTS ENROLED IN  THE AT-A-DIGTANCE
SYSTEM, is of great importance within the educational
fimld, specially within the at-a-distance system, since
through it, it could be possible to answer some qguestions
about  the nature and trascendence of the audio-cassette in

the process of teaching and learning a second language.

Therefore, some 2lements, such as the process of
production of a suitable educational system, the
bidirectionality of the message, teachers and students’
creativity development, self-evaluation possibilities, etc.
will be considered and studied in the research that we

attempt to carry on..

We consider that the defficiencies in the development
oaf communicative competence in the English students are due
to methodological factors and to the inadequate resources
to propiciate the oral communication development.

“ill



The problem that arised owr attention, then, would be

explained through the answers to questions, such as:

1. To what #tent does the use of pre-recorded cassebltes
incide on English Teaching, and specifically, in  the
develapment of the oral communication ability of the

Feritaie students in the at-a-distance system?

2 To  what extent the awdio-casselite produces didactic
effects similar to those of the teacher in presential

teaching®

e What advantages of didectic and economic order does the
audio—-cassette have in relation to other audio-visual

aidg?

In order to develop our work, we prepared a precise
survey , .to bé applied to the students of the 3th and 6éth
levels of Feritaje mf.almm%t all the Associated Centers of
Ecuador. We have gquested around 200 students of Feritaje,

and based on the results obtained, it has been possible for

us to conduct the present research. It has been necessary
to analvere, Jjudge, and apply the audio-cassette to extract

thé most outstanding features in order to find the best
methodology to be introduced in the cassettes used for the

astudents of the Open University.

Also, this investigation was done through the use of
inguests, BUFVRYS, interviews, and a deep field

research.

Hiv



OBJECTIVES:

1.

General Objectives:

1.1, To establish the advantages and disadvantages of
the usage of technological means, particularly
the audio-cassette, in the English tea;hingw
learniné process through the at-a-distance system

of studies.

1.2. To evaluate the results obtained in @ the oral
comnunication field in the at-a-distance system
by the implementation of the audio-cassette as an

educational aid.
Specific Objectives:

“.le To ddentify the various steps followed in the
production  of the mésﬁage delivered through the

cassette designed for the at-a-distance system.

2.2. To measure the results obtained by the students
of Feritaje in oral communication through the

usage of the audio~cassette.

«  To distinguish the different degrees of ability
in oral communication acquired by students who
have used the audio-cassette, in comparison with
others who have learned English thirough some

other means.

-~
e



2:4. To demonstrate, with the help of a suwrvey, the
validity of the audio-instruments, in the

learning of English at-a—-distance.
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CHAPTER I



1. BRIEF ACCOUNT OF AT-A-DISTANCE SYSTEM OF STUDIES

FOUNDATION IN ECUADOR.

Before the Challehge that the present necessities
imposed in  the economic, social and cultural order and
because of the dynamics of modern life, in which distances
are being Shorténedﬁ and thanks +to  the technological
advance in the field of communication, appears the
necessity of at-a-distance studies, in which, with few
resources, great results might be obtained by reaching the
educationally iﬁmlatedA population at all levels. At—a-—
distance studies are presented now as a ﬁew didactic

alternative of teacher-student interaction by means of the

modern conceptions of technology in social communication.

The need of teaching at-a-distance in our present
society is  founded uwupon both, economic and  technical

FEeRAB0MNS .

From the economic point of view, it becomes
impossible Lo attend the massive demand of education that
requires an increase in the number of teachers, classrooms,

didactic means and financial resources always exiguous  in



the educative budget. Therefore a system

mducation and the possibility that the
‘p(:»pulze\'l:ic:)r\,i which actually stands bevond the scope of
educational p?mgrams could simultaneously study at home and
do professional work , thanks to  the technological
comnmunicative progress and to the fact that the teacher

could teach at-a-distence,. could be the answer.

From the educational t@chnology viewpaint, present
educative currents are confronted to the challenge of a new
pedagogy, with new directriges that léave the rigid
traditional framé of the classroom and come to the student

who wishes to accomplish a personal fulfillment.

The search of new alternatives to encourage the
educational process  in ouwr present society, has had a
historic answer in the Universidad Téonica Farticular de
Loja, when on September 2, 1974, the H. Consejo Gubernativq
decided upon the cfeation of the Open  University or
"Studies at-a-distance", and by the first time in the
country, on October 1976, atartéd the at-a-distance system
to attend an imperious necessity of so many people that the
traditional system had mantained out of the benefits of

higher Education.

In Ecuador, fTor people who work or live in the rural
areas as well as for people who live in the cities, but for
several reasons are also unable to attend classes, the at-
a-distance system has become the only alternative to reach

an Academic degree in Education.



The Open. University meets the student where he lives,
in his place of work, or at home which is converted into a
"University Workshop". For all the above and because it is

within the economic reach of any person who earns the

minimum s,\uag;;@,I the Open University System makes the
principle of "equal opportunity for education come
through.

OBJECTIVES OF THE AT-A~DISTANCE SYSTEM OF STUDIES
GENERAL OBJECTIVES

- To mffer' a true and applicable opportunity for all
towards a higher education.

-~ Teo contribute to the freedom of ecuadorians by means of
their own‘culturél promotion.

=  To give a feasible solution to the increasing problem of
over population in higher education.

- T reach the people who, because of work, geographical
location or social and economic conditionﬁp can not
attend regular ciasges,

= To contribute, nationwide to the cultural, scientific
and technical promotion mf.individuals by helping them
to speed up  the process of COMMLngG out from

underdevalopmenﬁn
SFECIFIC ORJECTIVES

- To implement teaching-learning methods in & dynamic

process of experimentation and creativity.



=  To develop good habits of investigation and study which
will contribute to the betterment of the student’'s
personal character.

= To facilitate the development of critical capacity which
will contribute to shape the new man that Ecuador needs.

-  To produce competent professionals in education and  in
ather Carriers that the actual situation of the country
needs.

~ To develop new teaching methods which would provide a
halistic approach for the formation of as many teachers

as Ecuador neesds.

The ’Dp@n University of +fthe Universidad Teécnica
Farticular de Loja is the only one in Ecuador, which offers

higher education programs at—-a-distance.

The Open University intends to impart scientific
extensive knowledge through ibliographic and field
research. It also tries +to develﬁp creativity and
originality in the student, lby means of which the capacity
of analysis and synthesis is improved. It drives him to
create a solidary relation with his Associated Center’s
fellows. The Open University iSIthE only one that has made
the most for the democratization of teaching in  the
countey, for it, tries to reach the student beyond the

scope of the traditional University at low fees.

Within the Open’'s University philosophic principles,
it is found that personalization is fundamental, thus the
Open University promoteé the student to move from spectator

to actor of his own education.



Therefore, the Open University of Loja offers the
opportunity +to  evervbody who pursues self promotion

regardless of age, sex or place of residence.

The Open University, as at-a—-distence system of
studies, does not require the student’'s éttendance to
classes, therefore, has become a valuable and effective
élterﬁative for the great majority-mf potential students,
who, for different reasons, don’t have the opportunity to

do it in a presential system.

This new alternative mpén@d the doors of higher
education at all levels: teachers, housewives, parents,
étc“ Now they have +the 'gr&at opportunity to getv &
professional degree with all the rights given by the law,

without compelling attendance to presencial classes.

From that point of view, the UAL offers a major
service to the country in as much as it has a national
coverage which goes from the big . cities to the smallest and
most isolated places in the country, imparting an integral
formation including scientific knowledge and personalized

education which conceives the student as an individual with

his own character and personality.

¥ %k % % X%
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2. NATURE OF TEACHING LEARNING THROUGH AT-A-DISTANCE

SYSTEM OF STUDIES IN ECUADOR.
2.1. STRUCTURE AND CAREERS THAT THE UAL OFFERS.

The authorities of the Open University that

guide, coordinate, and perform the different actions are:

-  General Director

- ,ﬁssi%:anf Director

~  fGeneral Boérd of teachers
- Technical council

-  Secretariat.

The Academic Organisms that the Open University has
nowadays ares’ the Faculty of Education and the Faculty of

L.anguages.

« The Faculty of Education is the Academic Unit that takes
the final responsability for the scientific and academic
levels that are to be mantained by the teachers in each
subject and in the at-a—distance and in presence

evaluations.

. The Faculty of languages is the Academic Unit  that



ggqﬁon%hy¢

organizes and performs, with the correspondih
’ R A&

% .
programs at the levels of "Feritaje" , "Licewsi

Inglés" and, "Licenciatura en Lengua y Literatura'.
The authorities of the Faculty are:

=~  The Dean

=~  The Subdean

- Faculty Council

=~  Board of teachers of the Faculty, and,

-  The Heads of the Academic Departments.

+
k3

« TEACHING~-LEARNING SERVICES IN ENGLISH AS & SECOND

LANGUAGE THROUGH THE AT-A-DISTANCE SYSTEM.

The UTFL  through its English Department gives

educative services to the studentén First, it offers 4
X

levels of General English for all careerﬁg and, FPeritajes

in English as a reguirement for the English Licenciate

caraar, which prepares, teachers and prmfeséiunals in

teaching English as a foreign language at the high school

level.
2.2.1. ENGLLISH LICENCIATE PROGRAM

The curriculum for the English Licenciate
Frogram is complete, and it helps the student to achieve a
whale formation and a professionalism at a high level. It

includes 29 subjects:

¥ In spite of, Feritaje in English has been eliminated,
the present research work will be useful to improve the
cassette’'s quality and its preparation; since they will
be needed in the English Licenciature career. '




17 (58.6%) Speciality Subjects
7 (24,.1%) GBeneral Culture Subjects

o=

5 (17.2%) FPsycho-Fedagogic Subjects

Nowadays the English as a Foreign Language Career
is divided into & levels, with an average of 9% subjects pek

level.

w  ORJECTIVES OF THE ENGLISH LICENCIATE FROGRAM

3

- Ta prepare the student for understanding the English

language in the oral and written form.

- To give a true and global knowledge of English
language, so that the student could develop oral and

written skills.
-~  To prepare the student for the teaching of English as

a fToreign language in secondary school.

. The Qfficial University Degreses

FRecognized by the Ministerio de Educacidn and granted by

the Faculty of Languages of the UTFL are:

-~ Teacher of Secondary school, in the English speciality.
Tt is conferred when the student has completed all the-

course work assigned by the curriculum.

-  Licenciate in Sciences of BEducation and Languages, in
the English Specialitvy. It is conferred when the

student has presented a Research work and has defended
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it hefore a Tribune that is designed by the authorities

mf the Faculty.

The English Licenciate career has =& sinqular
importance:; it assists language teachers and students in
the training to become English language teachers.

o

e
e

2. BGENMERAL ENGLISH SERVICES

u LR

The English Department of the Open
University .offers English as a general culture subject to
the different careers of the at-a—distance system of

studles.

General English, as a mandatory subject, has a main
objective which is to provide the students with basic
knowledge which allows them to express in the written form

and to translate English written texts into Spanish.

For all the careers, in the Open University, there
are 4 levels of General English that must be completed
successfully by the student in order to get a degree.  Each
level is five months long and it is  divided in  four

didactic units: ane for each month of studies.

The didactic materials used for each level are the

followings

-~ Four monthly programs.

- English for $Spanish Speakers series as a basic text.

- Two aXams in presence:s A mid-term ~and final

evaminations.



A set of recorded cassettes in English.

The estimated number of students enrolled in Eggfash

each semester is:d

First level 408 students
Second level E250 students
Third level 18@ students ‘
Fourth level 150 students

2.2.5.  PERITAJE ENGLISH SERVICES

The "Feritaje” English pHeogram is

completed in 6 levels. This program has been offered to

prepare the aspirants to the Licenciate career in Teaching

English as foreign language.

An  Academic period of 5 months corresponds to  each

level .

In order to enter the Feritaje courses at the Open
Llniveer:saityﬁ the students reguire the presentation of the

High School Diploma graduationf

The general objiective of the Feritaje program is to
aoffer the students & basic knowledge. so that to enable

the students to enroll in the Licenciate program when

various subijects are dictated in totally English.

2.2.4. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN FERITAJE AND GENERAL

ENGLIGH COURSES.

General English is simple and elemental.

is a general culture subject that is placed in the plan
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of studies of the different careers. Its main goal is
that the students learn to express in a written form  and
translate into the native language. On the other hand, the
Feritajie courses are not of general culture but of
specializetion, and for this reason they require advanced
study of the English language in order for students to
acquire proficiency in the 1ingu15tic elements of English
and be able to enter the Licenciate program without any

difficulties.

There 1is a difference between the two groups of
English students: most of the general English students are
nmot interested in learning English, and they take it,
because it is mandatory for all careers; while, Peritaje
students. want to learn English as a second language, and
they dedicate all spare time in practicing it, because they

wish to professionalize in the teaching of this language.
2.%. STUDENTS' CHARACTERISTICS

When a student is enrolled in aﬁ Open  University
Frogram, he wmrks‘at hame, programming schedules according
to,  his own needs, taking into account his occupation and
family responsabilities. kWhen the student is registered,
he receives all the Academic material through his/her

Coordination Center.

Im order to achieve the objectives, the Open
niversity wses a variety of modern systems of social
communication, especially written, audio, and audio—visual

which allmw the student to achieve his academic goals.
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~  The students receive the help and the necessary support
nesded for reaching to maximum efficiency by means of

his/her own effort.

= The students of the Open University must achieve high

performance through creativity and personal research.

— The students by ithemaely@ﬁ uncover the capacity to
avercome mast of the scholastic obstacles that they find
in  thelr careers placing themselves into a rigid self-
cdiscipline which makes them to save the necessary week
time and to take the most adequate technigques for

acconplishing the Universitary activities.

= The students keep a permansnt relation with the teacher
and the University which stimulates their conscious

responsible work.
2:.4. EVALUATION AMD FROMOTION SYSTEM
2.4.1.  THE AT-A-DISTANCE EVALUATION

It is made by means of a correct
performing of the monthly program, which are delivered by
the students to  the University through the Associated

Center.

- Frograms must be personal and original. Students are
not  allowed Lo copy from the book or from the work done

by a fellow student.

- They must be well researched, with a lot of consultation

and the necessary documentation.



—~  They must be deep and extensive, avoiding the laconism

that affects the integrity of the work.

- 8pecial attention must be given to the structwre and

presentation of the work.

The works that don’t fulfill all ﬁhega conditions
will be considered nule and students must prepare another

paper to recover a grade,

Once  the programs have been evaluated, they are
retqrned to the students, to be reviewsd on the indications
and orientations given by fhe teacher, for the students to
wimite the  following programs more objectively and

experimantally.
22443, PERSONAL EVALUATIONS

Are taken twice each cyocle, in the place

and date assigned by the.Univesity“

The final score will be the sum of these two partial
evaluations, plus the score average obtained in the at—a-—

distance evaluation.

2.9. ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF ENGLISH LEARNING

THROUGH AT-A-DISTANCE STUDIES.

Because. of the complex modality of application,
the teaching of English at-a-distance presents HOME

advantages and disadvantages.



§
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2.9.1. ADVANTAGES:

The word, is the fundamenal tool of communication of
man’'s ideas, either, 1in a sound way (pre—-recorded
cassettes, broadcast auditions, etc.) or in written

versions (texts, written documents, printed programs,

ehtc. )

Imagination Ltraining. must be practiced by the teacher

when designing his lessons as well as by students when

they are mentally transported to the various possible

situations, according to the requirements of the
lesson.

A at-a-distance teaching characteristic is
individualization. The student gelts invalved
intentionally with texnts processing . broadcasts,

recordings, programs, o printed schemes, creating an
appropriate environment for reflecting and assimilation

of the ideas proposed in the lesson.

The use of technolaogy and social communication to be
applied on the different steps in the teaching-learning

PrOCEeSSs .

Themes are prepared in advance to allow the use of
various resources, and its revision and experimentation

hefore delivering them to the students.

expression mgans. in the development of the theme to be

assigned to the students.



A
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2.9.2. -DISADVANTAGES:

At~a—distance teaching misses the teacher presence; for
this reason, the limited motivations and unappropriate

stimulus reduce the effectivity of the class.

It is not possible for the student to ask for inmediate
feedback about the doubtful aspects of the theme or

content.

Because of the insufficient motivavion; it is difficult
tr mantain the student’'s interest and attention in  a

permanent way in order to obtain an effective result.

Difficulties and limitations that the difussion means

faces, such ass the absence of TV and Radio Frograms.

ok ok % X
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Z. NATURE AND QUALITY OF THE USED MATERIAL FOR THE

LEARNING-TEACHING OF ENGLISH IN THE OFEN UNIVERSITY

3.1. THE PROGRAM

The motor element, in the academic process, 1is
the Written program, which is a didactic, academic and
instructive instrument. It allows to attain the academic

and conductive objectives.

The program is prepared by the teacher of the
subject, who reviews the program and'updates it sach cvcole

of studies.

In the completion of the analitic program also
participate, the Director of the corresponding department;
and the Assistant Director, who authorizes the printing of

the program.
The student receives 4 programs for each subjiect at

the beginning of the Academic period, (S3—-month-long).

. If the program is developed with academic arc

investigative deficiencies, or in an incomplete form,



the student must recover the gradej for that the student

recieves from the teacher the corresponding written

document and the convenient advice.

. The program is evaluated by the teacher. He appraises
the academic results, the accomplished objectives and,
in  general the student’ s personal aspects by which the

teaching-learning process is supported.

“ The teacher retwnns to the student the evaluated
Frogram, with the pertinent observations which allow the

student to appreciate the accouwracy of the work done;
Felol.e CHARACTERISTICS OF THE FROGRAMS

The programs or printed educative schemes

must answer these three basic questions:

1. For what reason do we teach?
2. What must we teach?

Ee How must we teach?
The above gquestions are just the answers to:

-  The objectives,
- the contents, and

-~  the activities

I short, the prograns have the following

characteristics:

-~ Tg be functional: They respond to the personal and

scientific student s needs.
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The programs fulfill the circumstances easily, giving
the teacher and students the opportunity to develop

their creativity.

They are structured following a logic sequence in  the
payvcho-pedagogic development of the studenty they try to
respond to the real necessities of the socizal, economic

and cultural natuwre of our society.

They are capable of guiding the student to the

achievement of the objectives proposed.

They are useful avoiding energy waste and an

intrascendent encyclopedism.

They are pleasant +to aveoid the discouragement and
neurosis, rather, motivating the student’'s interest and

gnthusiasm in order to improve himself.
F.1.2. STRUCTURAL ASFECTS OF THE MATERIAL

The program has the following structures

(Subiects)
AMALITIC FROGRAM OF oo casnnannaas
INFORMATION RATA
- Faculty
-  Department
= Major
Academic Period
- Lvcle {(level)
Series

- Teacher (s)
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ITT.

ey
N

INTRODUCTION
In & space of about one page there is an explanation of
what the subiect is about, and how to place it within

the speciality.

*

The requirement +to the subjects are givern and the
genaral ohisctives of the subject are euxplained.
Furthermore, some motivational words are added. At the
end of the intrqduction all the subjects have the

following advise:

"The student must study the subiect completely and
throughly.  The student is responsible for the material

in the programs.

The student must develop the activities, using ail
resources available. This will enable the student to
perform well on the personal evaluations and on the
monthly activities. The student needs a minimum
average of 14 points in both the p@réonal evaluations
and the activity programs in  order Lo ‘paﬁs the

subjech”.

FROGRAMMING OF THE SURJECTS RY MONTHS
FIRST MONTH PRDGRAM

THEME

1. OBJECTIVES

i.1. FORMATIVE ORJECTIVES

—~ They refer to the basic principles of the

Open  University, in other words, the
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principles of investigation, creativity,

critical capacity and depth.

- They are formulated, to be achieved in a

month’ s shudy.

1.2. INSTRUCTIONAL ORJECTIVES

- Instructional obiectives are specific
goals based on the formative objectives.

They are formulated by using action verbs.

These abjectives are in & close

relationship with the activities planned.

They constitute de assignment that the students
have to do in order to be able to fulfill  the

obhiectives.

It is interesting to remember that the
activities must be consistent with the

objectives and contents of the program.

METHOROLOGICAL. STRATEGIES

This is the most interesting part of the process

hecause here is where the teacher establishes a

true dielogue with the student, by writing
clearly and directly everyvithing COnCerning

technigues, methods, procedures and so on. The



student can use this in order to

24

understand

hetter and develop the assigned activities.

-  For practical reasons, methodological strategies

are written inmediately after each activity.

£

«  EVALUATION

= The evaluation has two parts:

student is evaluated at-a-distance,
activities of the analyvtical prmgrama

the atudent is evaluated through two

evaluations.

First, the

an  the
Second,

persanal

=  The programs and the personal evaluations are

warth 20 points each. Fach activity is graded

according to its level of difficulty.

6. BIRBLIOGRAFHY

- It is placed at the end of the fourth month

Program, establishing a distinction between

basic and complementary tents.

-~  The student must find everything he
answer ‘the programs  completely in
bibliography given by the lUniversity.

2. AID MATERIAL

The instructional written material is

by cassettes and audio-visuals,

«  The production of the audio and audio-visual

needs to

the basic

supported

auxiliary
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material is done by the "Departamento de Froduccidn de

Material Académico Cientifico®™ (DEFMAC)Y. .

This department is an organism oriented to the technical
callaboration in the aid’'s material production, and to
the technical adaptation of the written pedagogic

material for audio and video.

The scientific—academic and didacti¢~methmdmlogic
content is the concern of the teacher responsible of the
subjisct. The diagram and the technical graphic
presentation is coordinated by the Departamento de

Froduccidn (DFMAC) .

The DFMAC is responsible for the technical aspect, and
it is the executive programmer of the s@rvices,
agtivities anrd aplicationﬁbthat the auvdio and audio-
visuals pr@gfamﬁ need ;m arder Tto accomplish the

foreseen objectives.

The awdio and video programs and services are elaborated
as guide, aid and motivation. They are not considered

as a sustitute of the written material.

E O A A O
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4. AUDIO-CASSETTE VALUE, RELATED TO OTHER TEACHING AIDS IN

AT-A-DISTANCE SYSTEM.
4.1. WHAT ARE TEACHING AIDS?

Films, filmstrips, TY programs, as well as
machines used to show them, can be used as teaching aids.
Fictures, the recorded veoice and models are also considered
teaching aids. In fact any material, programme or machine
used +to help the teacher explain his lesson better is
included under learning aids. There are many ways in which

aids can he grouped:

According to the senses used, aids can be named audio

(heard}) or visual (seen).

-~ According .tu their nature, they can be considered as
flat, three-dimensional, moving or still.

~  fAccording to how they are shown, aids may be divided
into projected {(shown to a group) or nmh~projected {used
by individual students).

- In terms of the language skills they are used for, aids

may be grouped under listening, speaking, reading, and
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wiriting. The basis of grouping will determine the class

of aid named.

Teaching a&ids can be used for learning aﬁy human
SCience. However, Lnasmuch this work is mainly concerned
with aids to foreign language teaching in atwa~di5tance
system (individual learning) we will discuss them only

within such frame.
4.2. WHY ARE AIDS RECOMMENDED?

Teaching aids, are designed to help the teacher
save time and effort. All of them make learning more
lively and more interesting. Especially in the field of
language teaching, &ids have cmntributaa a great deal to

make learning more enjovable and more efficient.

Many educators would agres that language-—teaching is
very difficult, very unrewarding, and even boring. The
teacher is using language to talk about language. He is
using symbols (Spanish) to explain other symbols (Englishy),
and  the poor student is expected to find his way ‘through
this difficuld process. Many a time does a teachsr feel
that he has lost his cia5ﬁ without hope of ever reqgaining
the Etudents; attention. How can he be sure that the

majority of the students are learning what he is teaching?

Fesychologists have given various explanations of the
way people  learn. In spite of differences among these
experts, they would agree that the best conditions for

learning are when:



The learner is actively engaged with the sub
learning. He should participate in the protEmE
nften as possible. All aids are designed to encourage

participation.

What is being learnsd éan bhe applied to real-life
situations. Most aids bring the class nearer to real
life, or bring the outside world into the learning
PrOCess.

There is a continous give and take between the teacher
and learner. Aids help to clarify the points explained

in words.

The material is presented to the students in  units
small enough for him to follow and understand. It

proceeds from the known to the unknown, from the simple

to the more complex.

The learning situation is so organized as to  allow
evaery student to proceed at his awn rate. RBeginners
are .given simpler materials. Advanced Qneé are given
more difficult drills. Non—proiected aids are used to
individualize instruction s that every student can

work alone at his own. speed.

The student always knows whether he is on  the right
track and receives encouragemen£ when he is. Some
caasettéé, have drills in which correct answeég are
given after a student has answered. More recently

developed drills include encouraging remarks to  the

learner.



Farhaps the last and most important is that learning
takes place most readily if more than one sense is engaged
in learning. If the student sees, hears, feels and even

amells the material he is learning, bhe will understand it

better.

While this list of conditions is by no smeans complete,
it does include factors that are necessary for enjovable,
efficient learning. Any successful teacher showld try his
best to cr@éte the appropriate conditions for his teaching

PrOCeEss .,
4.7, VALUE OF LANGUAGE-TEACHING AIDS

" Speech  is the greatest invention of man. Words
xpress  the most complex ideas and make the speaker and
listener share the same experience. & limited number of
linguistic sounds can explain - an infinite number of ideas.
For  the last five centuries man has heavily depended on
words, written or spoken, to communicate and preservé'his
thoughts. Books, MEWSDAPErS 4 cassebtes and radio
broadcasts rely on the use of words. Throughout centuries

people have been trained to express and receive ldeas

through words.

Language by itself, however, fails to convey certain
iteas accurately. Consider how difficult it is to describe
a smell or a taste in words alone. Feelings and emotions
Can he expressed only aproximately in Words . The
difficulty of communication by language.alon@ is that the

meaning lies in the minds of the speaker and the listensr.



Words serve only to arouse such ideas. 8ince no two people
have identical experiences, what the speaker intends may
not be the same as what the listener understands.

1
"f picture is better than a thousand words" may be a

gross exaggeration but it bears a grain of truth. Audio

and audio-visual aids, howsver, are not designed to replace

words but  to strengthen them, Research has proved the
educational value of teaching aids under specific
conditions. ‘Aides should give a true picture of the ideas

which they explain. They should not exaggerate or distract
the students from the points in guestion. They should be
suitable to the age and level of the learners. They should

he properly chosen and presented. Above all, their use "is

Justified only if they can | do something the
: 2

teacher unaided cannot do, or can do less effectively."

Many teachers still question the value of aidﬁs for
VArLOUS reasons. Aide need more time to prepare  and
present than éome overworked teachers can afford. They are
usually complicated and expensive. Many teachers are ven

imalous of some teaching aids. The students respond more

11

readily and eagerly to a film or a tape than they do to a
teacher’' s explanation. Faoorly prepared teschers may even
feel that aids threaten their prestige. The native
speaker’' s ‘pranunciation on a tapé or a film may be much

better than the teacher’'s performance.

1. Audio-visual materials, Encyclopeidia of Educational
Research. rev. ed., New York, Macmillan. 1960, p.84.

2. 8. Pit Corder, The Visual Element in Language Teaching.
LLondon, Longman, 1269, p. &9.
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Most of th@ge‘ problems can be solved by proper
planning and adequate information. It will be shown that
the use of aids does reinforce learning. Aids make vague
ideas clear and bring them within the level of
understanding of the student. They present the same ideas
in  in different situations to help students learn. | They
help the learner to remember the material for a laonger
period of time. They offer a reality of experience which
encourégea students to experiment by themselves. They
stimulate the growth of vocabulary and fhe cmmtinuétian of

thought. They offer varied experliences that are a welcome

change from the routine of language class teaching. If

properly used they save time and effort for both the

teacher and the learner.
4.4, AIDS FOR AN INDIVIDUALIZING LEARNING

Alid devices of the simpler kind have | heen
available Ffor a long time, vel aﬁrange to  sav, foreign
language teachers have made comparatively little use of
them. This is all the more depiurable in view of the fact
ﬁhat aids ‘lend themselves so well to that area and can
Etrengtheﬁ the linguistic phase as well as enrich  the

cultural phase of language teaching.

Whithin recent vears, however, the importance.of aid
devices in teaching the languagé has come to the fore. In
fact, the very latest material are primarily concern  with
spaech.s This develobment is a direct aoutgrowth of Lthe

urgency of a thorough knowledge of foreign langquages.
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A striking fact is the recent rapid development of
mechanical devices, both visual and audial, for the
learning of languages. The market is full of a vast array

of these sources:
Visuals

- Flat,matarials: protures, flash cards, maps, charts,
cardboard figures.

- Thres-dimensional @ puppets, dolls, models, dioramas.

- Projiected materials: films, filmstrips, motibn pictures,

’

television.
Auditory:

-~ Tape recorder and tapes

- PFhonograph discs

- Radio

—-  Motion Picture with sound
- Television

- Language Laboratory.

The most appropriate for an individuslizing learning
are the auditory equipments, specially the non-projected
ones  {(tapes, discs, radio). Frojected aids are not
recommended  where individual teaching is paramount, they
are generally directed to groups lerger than a single
classsg there are often administrative and technical
difficulties, in additimn the use of this kind of machines
will be extremely limited because of its.prohibited coast,
mareover a good courss in programmed instruction in foreign

£

languages has vebt to be constructed. In relation to



Languége l.aboratory, it gives every student
to practice individually but it is directed to a half dozen
students to forty or fifty booths, each equipped with tape
recorder, earphones and control buttons in an special

FO0m .

Although Class Instruction is universally prevalent
and iits socializing phases have been highly praised, the
ideal learning is probably that of one teacher for each
student. That is, of course, enterely oult of question
Lirncle normal conditions. Some audial devices have,
however, made this quite possible. Those aids make viable
what is an almost ideal situation for learning a language

at-a-distance, namely:

1. Hearing is stressed. Since language 1s basically
sound, the sense of hearing must be appealed to more

than any other.

2. The learner is isolated. He is ﬁemovad from the
distracting influences of his work; business, etc. He
is  occupied solely with himself and with his task of

learning. He can proceed at his own pace.

Ze The learner is brought as close as  possible to  the

speaker on the tape or record.

AMorg the devices that can be used in an
individualizing learning (audim tapes, phonograph records,
rédim)ﬂ in  the Open University the Audio Tape has been
effectively adapted for the teaching learning process. For

this reason we will make a comparative study of this device



with the other materials and state the advantages and
limitations they could have in at-a—-distance system in  our
avironment, considering the economic part and the fact that
the UAL has a ﬁatimnal coverage which goes from the big
cities 'to the amallest and most isolated places in  the
couri by, in  addition to the matter that the student can

study at home.

4.4.1. THE AUDIO-CASSETTE  IN AT A DISTANCE

SYSTEM.

The audio-cassette is a valuable adiunct
to the oral activities of the foreign language lesson. It
has been made easier and cheaper. Fractically all the
newer hasic textbogks in foreign languages are provided
with rtapes, and Quhlishera are inclined to permit teachers
to reproduce them for class use. The gquality of the tapes

has been improved,

The machine could be on the student's desk,  open,
connected, and ready to uwuse when he deaifes, Then,
according to the type of lesson or the point to which the
lesson has developed, the student will use the tape to play
a previously recorded illustration or exercise, which he
can hear, imitate, and use as a model to repeat arally or

which he will write down as a dictation exercise.

Specifically, the tape and tape recorder are valuable

in the following ways:

1. They extend the repetitive force of the native or
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teacher’ s voice bevond his own physical limitations. A
tape can be used all day long if needed. A single
hearing of a foreign word or sentence is  insufficient
for learning {(radio, TV., I The audio tape makes
1t possible to repeat any number of times without Lthe

slightest variation in pronunciation.

2. Voices other ﬁhan that of the teacher can be taped on
the cassetie. This is extremely important. The
student can thus hear male and female voices, yvoung and
old, native, régimnal and standard pronunciations.  The
wse of taped materials makes 1t possible to give the
student the esuperience of hearing a variety of voices.
The average student, trained in the traditional
classtroom, is s0 accoustomed to one voice that often he

is bewildered when another teacher or a stranger

apeaks., The systematic use of the tape recorder
overcomes this difficulbty in time. It prepares the

studaent for easy comprehension of foreign voices on the

radio or on a sound film.

F. The tape provides a permanent reference for sounds  in
the language. It is like the standard text or

reference work in its relation to the visual aspect of

+
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Ear—-training practice should be included
in every lesson., The tape is the most convenient
device for ensuring the complete identity or material.
Ease of recording and of erasure makes the preparation
of audial materials o MmO difficult than
mimecagraphing. For the sake of econamy, the teachers

of the UAL, in the same university record their tapes.



The tape adds a new pgténtial to listening. It makes
listening available to the student at any time. Of COUrse,
the effective utilization of this potential depends upon
the arranged practice time. It may entail mddification in
the course of study. In any case, the audio tape is one of
the most valuable device that can be used in achieving the

hearing and speaking aim and can be effectively adapted to

at-a-distance system.

4,.4,2., THE PFHONOGRAFH RECORD IN  AT-A-DISTANCE

SBYSTEM.

Fhonograph records may he used
effectively for a number of different kinds of listening

evercises. They may be emploved in the teaching of:

1. Appreciation of the music of the foreign country.

2. Appreciation of vocal selections in the foreign /
language.

. The singing of a song

4., New vocabQ1ary

5. A dialogus to be memérized

bd. The éppreciatimn of literary selections in the foreign
language.

7. Aural comprehension

8. Culture.

«  Advantages of Records. Fhonograph records possess  a

number of distinct advantages over radio programs. A

record can bes:



1. Stopped at any time to repeat any part that may

prove difficult for the student.

2. PFlaved at any time desired and thus be introduced

where it is most effective.
Z. Fre-heard and evaluated.

4. Made for a_given pﬁrpwse. The machine can be used
for exam:; for transcribing radio broadcasts or for
recording native voices (This last activity has
hecome much egasier and less expensive through the

LS of'tapeﬁ)n

5. Finmnally, records can be obtained in almost any

subject, for any musical selection, in any language.

1. Disces are becoming less practical for lanquage
teaching. They are difficult to store, impossible
Lo erase, and expensive to make. With the arrival
of new ideas in teaching methmdﬁg material recorded
on  discs will become useless after a short while.
A mdre serious disadvantage is that discs decrease
rapidly in fidelity after being plaved a few timesg

furthermore, a record must -be changed, or turned to

the other side, every three minutes or so.

2. Records should be stored upright in their covers in
a relatively cool plece, free from dust and dirt.
High temperatures in dry weather may warp the

records  and cause distortion of sound. Dust and



9

dirt may fill the tiny grooves on the record face
and'spoil its quality“ Records should be cdwied o
tape as soon é% hought, and should not be plaved
often because they rapidly lose fidelity. In fact
thié is the best proceduwre to follow whenever youw
have recorded discs; calways copy them on tape and
keep  the record only fmr.making fresh copies if

neaded.
4,45, THE RADIO IN AT-A-DISTANCE SYSTEM

Radio can provide a model of good native
speath. H? listening daily to a good foreign language
program on the radio, teachers and students may be given a
real  incentive  to work in improving  their standard of

speach in the foreign language.

Advantages of Radio. Radio possesses several distinct

assets as a teaching devices

1. Since the broadcast depends on the buman voice, emotion
and feeling can be conveyed in & way that no printed

text can do.

2. If the speaker is a distinguished person, or is in the
MEWS 4, there is an added thrill in listening to his

remarks.

« The realism of the broadcasts can be increased by sound

effects.
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4, Authorities in any given field can speak on  the
DO am . In the case of languages, the native voice

can be heard.

5, Listening to specified cultural programs at home may be

made a homswork assignment.

Limitations of Radig.

Attention must be concentrated on  listening. This

requires a special effort on the part of pupils.
Z. Radio is one-way communication.

EZ. The radio program cannot be heard in advance and thus
cannot be prepared for. In the case of fhe tape—
recorder, it can  play a previously illustration or
exercise, which the students can  hear, imitate, or
write any number of times. " The tape extends the
repetitive force of the voice béyond the physical

limitations.
4.4, WHY IS THE AUDIO-CASSETTE RECOMMENDED?

The obvious advantage of a tape recorder over a
gramophone is Ehat it acts as a portable recording studio.
It can capture on tape any voice or sound from the radio,
TV, gramophone, or even the telephone. DﬁceArecordedg.the

tape is ready for instant replay.

For auwral comprehension purposes, tape-recorders are
invaluable for taping lectures and speeches. Educational

broadecasts can easily be recorded, then replaved at times
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convenient to the listener. Fre—recorded material can be
edited and changed to suit the level of the learner and the

needs of the language program.

Mew Caﬁseﬁté recordérs have been produced at véry low
mricea? These can be used by individual students for
remedial  work  or practice at bhome.  With the relatively
recent invention of tranéiﬁatol"sH tubed machines are rapidly
disappearing. A transistor recorder is smaller in_ sire,
usually cheaper, and does not need some minutes before it
warm up and is ready to piayn Early transistorized sets
were poor in fidelity. Most of the reasonably priced ones
available now are of adequate sound-fidelity for language

recordings.

These and many other advantages justify the audio—

cassette use in at-a-distance system:

1. For this first time in the history of foreign-language
teaching, each student may have the opportunity to hear

native spesch clearly and distinctly.

2. The student may hear this authentic native speech as

frequently as he desires.

T, The taped lesson provides an unchanging and unwearing '

model of native speech for the student to imitate.

4. In the cassette the student may listen to a great

variety of foreign voices.

n

L
.

The audio—-cassetles provides the student with

peychological isolation which releases him from some of



his inhibitions about making embarrassing foreign-—

languages sounds.

Each student may hear and use the foreign language
throughout the taped lesson, instead of wasting time
waiting for this turn in a large room, as it is done in

the usual classroom situation.

The student is in a position to compare objectively &
spacimen of his own speech in the foreign language with

that of a native model.

The student may practice each language element as  many

times as he wishes before moving on to the next.

The student can study at his own pace, concentrating on

the parts of the work in which he needs most practice.

¥ ok ¥ % X
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THE AUDIO TAFE AS A SUPPORT INSTRUMENT IN THE TEACHING-

i
[

LEARNING OF ENGLISH IN AT-A-DISTANCE SYSTEM.
B9.1. A NEW EMFHASIS IN LANGUAGE LEARNING

The marked stress on learming to speak a foreign
language has led to the wide use of mechanical devices Tor
recording and reproducing sound. Bub strangely enough, the
‘use of such aids has affected not only the methodology
involved but the very thinking on the nature of language.

The following assumptions underlie the new techniques:

L. lLanguage is essentially speech, and speech is basically

communication by sounds.

2. Sounds méde by the voice are far more complex and go
far beyvond the symbols of any phmnatia alphabet. There
are many delicate nuances and inflections, grunts and
pf e, which occur in daily speech but are not

represented by any graphic symbol.

Z. The graphic symbol, therefore, is inadequate to record
the complete and rich pattern of human speech. Letters
can not represent  the various shadings of sounds.

These must be learned by imitation.



4. The best model to imitate is the native speaker or

someone with a near-native accent.

8. Speaking a language is a skill. A skill is acquired by
much  repetition. It is primarily a neuwromuscular and

not an intellectual process.

Ho  Orthophonic devices, and particularly, the audio tape
provides adequate facilities for practicing without Lthe

elp of an interlocutor.

5.2. AUDIO CASSETTE PRODUCTION FROCESS IN THE UTFL

The audio cassette production process is made in
the DFMAL of the UTFL. {(Departamento de produccidn de

material académico-cientificol.

The DFMAC  ie  in charge of the technical work
prepairing the audio cassette for teaching-learning English

in the at-a-distance system.

5.2.1. THE DPFMAC AUDIO DEFARTMENT

Is the studin, where master recordings are
macie, They are designed for REOGQramns ., tests, and

examinations as ald material.

Tapes on  which the material of the tapescripts is

originally recorded are called Master Tapes. Master rtapes
are not handed to  the students. Unly teachers and

technicians have access to them.
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The Audio department is a small room, not appropiated
for this puwrposes located on the third floor of the Open
University building. Unfortunatelly, hecause of the
location, the room ié rot sound proofed at all. Noises are
heard wheﬁ recording is being doney for this reason, the

recorded tape. sometimes is not of a professional gquality.
5.2.2. AUDIO-DEFRPARTMENT EGQUIFMENT:

The tape recorder is essentially &
machine for recording and reproducing sound electronically.
Master tapes should be produced on the best recording
machineg available. Instruments such as Technics,; National,
Fionesr, Sony, and others of similar gquality are adequate

for making masters.

In the case of the WAL, this is & 197@'s Sony
soaulipment . In the tape recorder sound waves generate

electric impulses which create magnetic patterns 1in  the

tape’'s ironoxide coating. The - recording is fixed
inmediately, there is no need to process it. When played

bhack, the magnetic patterns are moved past the gap in the

’

reproducing head. They gensrate tiny electric wvoltages
which are amplified and fed to the loudspeaker. There is
practically no wear . The tape may be used indefinitely.
In addition, the tape may be erased and re-used. This is

done by passing the tape through the magnetic field of the
erasing head, which obliterates the magnetic pattern. This

o not damage the tape. Although tapes are durable and the



recordings  are permanent, some care must be
handling them or damage may result. The tape

recaording may be erased.

The recordings in the DFMAC are always direct, they
are not edited. Editing means changing thé contents of a
tape by removal or addition of parts. This entails cutting
the tape at the r;ght places and splicing the parts
together as desired. Mistakes such as incorrect words or
aounds  can somebimes be removed enterily by cutting out a
small length of tape. However thié can ruin intonationg it
is bhetter to re-record erroneous parts while the speakers

are present than to try to "doctor" the tape later.

After master recording is made, the tape is carvied
tm the English Department in order to be reviewed and
corrected  1if necessary: then, to the Language Laboratory

for reproducing it.

Taps has the advantage not only of excellent and
faifhful sound reproduction, but also of ease editing. Any
sound  can be located on the tape and edited out, whether
the cut involves several words or just one sound. Errors
in recording can be removed and a piece of tape with the

correction may be spliced in.

These advantages of flawless reproduction and ease
editing, duplication and handling make tapes the natural

meciium for at—a-distance programs.
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5.2.2.1. Mass Duplication

In the Language Laboratory of
the UTFL, there is a separate room within the larger room
for  making copies from the master recording. Mass

Duplication is done on a special machine called a Tape

Duplicator.

A tape duplicatof is a single tabletop machine on
which the master tape and several blank tapes are loaded.
It is  s0 .arrang@d that the output of the master tape
playback head is connected to the record heads of the slave
copier tape transport. When th@ machine is loaded and
started, it produces mbpi&s at high speed. If the operator
places the ma%t@rv copy on the machine so as  to run
backwards, the copies will be made backwards so that, at
the end of the copying, they will be proparly.wound for
iﬁmediate playback. Dtherwise it would be necessary to

rewind all copies on the original reel.

The UTFL has for this purpose, telex coplers, and
five copies at once can be made in these machines. The
master cassette is loaded in the first telesx copier called
"mlaver" and then the five blank cassettes are in  the
"ecopier" in a one way track. It takes three minutes to get

the cassettes recorded.

3.2.5. NATURE AND QUALITY OF THE AUDIO-CASSETTE

The rcassette iz & miniature
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tape catridge containing a supply reel and a take up reel
{using 158 inch tape). All the parts are enclosed except
one 'edge where a slot allows the heads and the drive

mechanism of the plaver to contact the tape.

The cassette 1s s small (4 x 21/2) = L/72 inches) and
light (max. about 11/2 ox.). This is very convenlient for

handling and storing.

Cassettes araAévailable in lengths, designated by the
total number of minutes (both directions included)
duration: I0-60-90 and 120 minutes lengths. These numbers
should be' divided'in halft to determine the one-direction

(side A) duration.

The UAL uses 60 minutes length cassettes (3@ min.
ceach  side). They are of the AMPEX brand common  and

prdinary, .no professional, even the master cassette is the

same brand. The UAL purchases them at wholesale. The
student must get a set of 3 cassetites per course.

-~ Two cassettes are auxiliars of the texwt: English for
Spanish Speakers, that is the Gulded book for Feritaje
studentsy for this reason, these cassettes are not
recorded sach cycle of study, they are reproduced from a

mastar recorded yvears aqgo.

-~ One cassetite ils the program’s auxiliarys it corresponds

to the aural exercises part. This cassebtte is recorded
in advance to have it ready for the coming cycle. This

ig recorded according to a script that is written by the

teacher.
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Twa oar three teachers are the English speakers on

cassettes, but they are not always native ones.

The technician who managéﬁ the equipment in the DFMAC

also acts as an speaker, he makes the presentation of the

cassette in Spanish.

The program’'s auxiliary cassette: It begins with an
introduction, where the main objectives are stated in

English and Spanish.
The objectives pointed out are as follows:

“The main mbjeétive of this listening part is that of
at the end of—the sensster or cyole, the student will be
ahle to understand spoken English -in short sentences,
pupressions and short readings or dialéguegu We include &
listening part for the students of Feritaie, because, when
learning 2 language it is important to hear the language

spoken.

NOTE: Listen to the cassette several times to acustom your
ear to the volices and the sounds of the foreign

language, then, begin the activities designed to

help yvou practice youwr listening comprehansion.

Fach section is separated by a musical section to

help you review the cassette by sections.

The Text ' s auxiliary cassetite: It begins with & musical

courtain, then the technical announcer malkes the

presentation in Spanish. As the tapes are going to be wused



in conjunction with a given lesson of the guided book, the
page, the exercise and the title of the passage are stated

at the beginning of the tape (in English).

The presentation is made in both sides of the

cassetbte, which we consider unnecessary and space reducing.

5.3. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE AUDIO-CASSETTE AT-A~

DISTANCE SYSTEM.

Nowadays the communication means are used widely,
for no specific purposes. We shouwld try to take advantage

orf them at maximum.

T.V. is related +to the combinations of images and
sound . Radio combines different sounds; and Printed texts

mabke use of the written words exclusively.

In an integrated learning concept, each resource must

be wsed in the most practical way. It doesn’t mean to

substitute one by another arbitrarily, but it 15

appropriate to study :onsdimu%ly the educative advantages

that sach one provides.

In the case of the audio-cessette 1t particiﬁateﬁ of
what other means offers, although it also has particular

characteristics:

The sound diffuses in a fleeing way, but it has an
important element that is the repetitive force of the

MEES S ECIE «



The audio tape permits a higher level af

concentration. The possibility of hearing at any time

without a rigid schedule, supposes a distensible and more

relaved audition: therefore 1t helps the retaining and

comprehensive capacity. It also permits the review. This
possibility could be reinforced by means of;s musical
resources, pauses, automatic stop, ebo. All af this

permits the student to get the message and in a determined

moment, when he stops the tape, answer to it.

We have to ﬁmphasiz@ in this work that through cay
axperience and research, we have found that the audio-
cassetle has a great value as an impeller of the student s
aural expression, bult, extensive and sistematic practice in

hearing and speaking is necessary.

Then, the fundamental aim of the audio-cassette is to

provide the student (hearer) much and regular practice in

listening models, in  imitating these models and in
repetitive aural drills. Constant listening will build up
the ability to understand the foreign language. Oral

drills will strengthen the ability to. speak fluently.

‘

Therefore, the great advantage of the audio-cassette is to

Furthermore, it is important to state that the audio-

cassette can establish a teacher-student relationship

( feedback).  The audio-cassette will be of inestimable
value for the teacher, who being enable to be present in

the class, may use it as an instructional aid.
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5.4.
MATERIAL IN THE UAL.
The guided-text auxiliary cassettes include two
parts: Reading and 8Speak (pronunciation). The program’s

auxiliary cassette has: Listening Comprehension exercises.

B.4.1. READING

In these cassettes, a reading selection

introduces each lesson. The recording on the tape is

related to  the dontent of the Text-book "English for
%paﬁiﬁh speakers” which contains four Units grouped  in
lessons of four. The taped material is not extransous. It
keeps relationship to the regular couwrse of study: the
student is advised to carefully read each passage and

answar the comprehension questions that follow the Reading;

&  vocabulary practice also follows each Reading. O the
tape is recorded the Reading only. The text-book makes a

visual appeal, the tape makes an audial appeal.

When plaving bhack the reading passage, it provides a
model for repested contacts as needed, to remind the
student of correct pronunciation, intonation and

inflection.



CONTENTS OF THE RE

ADING (BOOE V)

i
RN

UMIT 1 BRIEF BIOGRAFHIES TIMING}
Lesson 1| A poet and Dramatist -William Shakespeare| 207
Lesson 2] The Plant Genious ~Luther Burbank 6730
Lesson 3| A Funny Comedian ~Bill Cosby 67007
Lesson 4] A Voice of Gold ~Sara Bernhardt 6’00”
UNIT 2 MISTERIES OF MANEIND

Lesson 1| Man's Abilities 1230
Lesson 2| The Unknown Organ 6’30
Lesson 3] The World of dreams 7700
Lesson 4 Use Your Sixth Sense 6’30
UNIT -3 SECRETS OF THE UNIVERSE

Lesson 1| The Incredible Stars 6’30
Lesson 2| Four of Mature's Marvels 6>00™
Lesson 3| Secrets in Stone 3700
lesson 4| BRirds Sing Their Songs 77307
UMIT 4 FROBLEMS OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

Lesson 1] Air Follution and You 6°00”
Lesson 2 Marihuana —Questions and Answers 6"30™
lLesson =2 Lifé and Death 47307
Lesson 4] Radiation Danger 3700




n
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These Reading selections are always taped completely.
L‘Zt:?c'"‘r_r:r.in13;'5I some or all of the reading ﬁ@l@ctignﬁ o the
texthook may be recorded: some parts, to permit phrase by
phrase repeltition to improve skill in oral reading and some
parts to guide the silent reading. Both types may well be

included in the same btape.

In this case, the reading is done without pauses
for phrase to phrase'reﬁetitimnn The teacher reads slowly
from beginning to  end, this may be followed by silent
r@ading by the individual student. Silent Reading, 1in
which pronunciation difficulties have not been overcome, is
liable +to result in poor reading habits. The student may
dawdle, stumble over or ignore words he cannmf REOnOUnGe .
The tape recorder can supply a fluent, well—pronounced
accompaniment to pace the student’'s silent reading. The
spoken accompaniment to the silent reading effects aeQeral
important - results. It prevents deawdling, it gives the
student the opportunity to hear the Language correctly
pronounced, and it assists in comprehension which depends

largely upon getting the meaning in phrase groups.

In  the Reading part, correct timing alsg must be
'diﬁcusﬁed, hecause, according to the results obtained in
the survey made, ammé of the students cénsid@r that the
Reading paséaggg are too long: really they are not, on the
book the passages commonly occupy one page and a half only,

the problem is that there is a tendency on the tape to

gspeak to slowly, to over—-articulate difficult sounds in
order to help the student to understand. Since the taped

speech is  available for numarous repetitions, suoh



overemphasis 18 uUNNecessary. The teacher should speak at
normal conversational speed for getting a correct timing
of the spoken material. Repeated listening will result in

complete comprehension.
S.4.2. SFEAE (Fronunciation)

A the guided book stated in the

)

introductions Speak is & new section of this advanced level

of language learning. By diverse and multiple means, the
student is compelled to produce oral speech. After all,

that is the purpmsa of learning to speak a language .

In this section the student must read aloud. He

listens to sentences, poems, single words and songs.
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CONTENTS OF THE SFEAE (ROOE V)
UMIT 1 TOFRIC Recorded | Non-Recorded
Lesson 1 Sonnet XVIID by William X
Shakespeare.
Lesson 2 Sentences (Fhrase group) X
Lesson 3 Who are you? X
Lesson 4 Fersonal Responses X
UNIT 2
Lesson 1 Song "The Dying Cowboy" )4
Lesson 2 Inside vour body X
Lesson 3 Students comment on their X
daily activities.
Lesson 4 Commands X
TUNIT 3
Lesson 1 Interiections X
Lesson 2 Song "Green Grass of Home® X
Lesson 3 Telephone Conversations X
Lesson 4 Foem "Man, Tree and Storh“ X
UNIT 4
Lesson 1 Men walk on moon X
Lesson 2 GQuestions for conversation X
lesson 2 From Ecclesiastes X
Lesson 4 The Lord is My Shepherd X
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the student must repeat while watching the words on  the
hook  inmediately and at the same speed, or faster, than

that of the speaker on the tape.

fccording to our research, it is advisable that the
sentence be approximately fouwr to eight words, depending
upon the sense. Each sentence pronounced at normal speed,
should be followed by a pause about twice the length of the
phrase to be imitated. This permits the student to repeat

and gives him a moment to think.

It is important that pauses for repetition take place

between sentences and not between single words.

N

Fauses must be long encugh to allow the average
student to imitate. Too short pause means that the student
will be interrupted in his repetition by the next utterance
on the tape. This frustrates him and ceauses him to lose
track of the patterning. Too long a pause leads to

impatience and irritation.

The pause should be just long enough for the native
aspeaker Lto give the desired response at an unhurriéd Race,
with an additional allowance of a count of perhaps three
(one, two, thiree) . It is betbler Lo give a longer pause

tharn a2 shorter one.

The best way to insert pauses of proper length is  to
have the speaker repeat the sentence to himself, allowing

the Tcushion” of three counts. If a regular recording



studio is used, a person familiar with the foreign language
can stay autside the studio window. give the sentence
aloud, and signal the end of the pause by a hand movement.
This "timer" might be the author of the script; another
teache? or a good student. Merely, Lthinking the answer is
not satisfactdry, One tends to think a sentence with a
speed greater than that of articulation. The result would

he too short a pause. If the speaker himself is forced to

calrulate the pauses, he should simulate articulation.

going through the mouth movements silently. Another way is

to think the sentence twice at slow speed before proceeding

with the next utterance.

When the cassette offers a poem, there are not pauses

between lines, the student just listens to  the
pronunciation. Good pronunciation may be developed by
reciting passéges ‘of prose and poetry, which may be

memorized after being heard a number of times; for this
purposé it i% unnecessary to record the poem twice (as 1in
the case af Sonnet XVIII, given in the book V) because it
reduces the space of the recording material. If the
student wants to hear the poem again, he could play back
the tape any number of times in order to repeat and

memorize it.

With respect to single words, there is a pause after
each word for the student to repeat. By continually
hearing the foreign sounds and repeating them, the student
acquires correct pronunciation and intonation. If the

student wants to record what he says, he may compare his



praduction with the original on the tape. Im this wavy,

mispronunciation may be corrected and intonation improved.

But, the orux of the matter, however, is the
production 'Df appropriate material for the student to
practice. Thiﬁ requires a good deal of time and effort.
In fact, taped materials require more time and care than
other teaching materials, for Lthey must not only be
clear but also graded, varied, interesting and.linked up to

the tewxthook and the corresponding lesson.

fs the chart indicates (Contents of Spesk) some parts
aof Speak are eliminated mavbe hecauwse of the space or

hecause they are not appropriated for recording.

As we pointed out, the material for recording may be
productive if the Reading is taped at normal conversational

speed; nobt overarticulating sounds slowly, or recording

passages twice which may be heared agein by plaving back
the tape. Consequently, the teacher could dispose of

gufficient material to choose the most important exercises
mot the shorter onesy; for insteance, for recording,. has been
chosen the interjections (Ah! ges!...) and, has been
eliminated the commands (Flease, Stand up...etc.), that

students consider are fundamental to kEnow.

Sqm@timeag the cassettes provide songs. For example,
in  the case of the song U The Dying Cowboy' after the
student listens to it, he has to fill—-in the missing words
in the bhook. But the song is confusing and has background

noises that do not  permit & clear listening and
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consequently, it is difficult for the student to understand

the missing words.

Two important difficulties should be noted by the

teacher while teaching songs. Some songs include strange
Wl Ltrusal expressions that the learners may not
understand. The music sometimes, covers up the words to
the point of making them difficult to hear. It pays Lo

provide the students with the scripts of such songs to help

them follow the words.

In teaching a song. the following general directions

shauld bhe helpfuls.

- First of all, the teacher should plan the song’'s

recording, keeping these purposes in minds:

. Vocabulary development
o  Fronunciation improvement
. Fractice in improving the rhvithm of the new lanquage.

. Enjoyment and creative atmosphere.

- To select the songs s0 that they will answer student’'s
emotional nesds  and  appeal to  their intellectual

interesh.
-  The teacher showuld introduce the song by commenting on
its significance and value, wherse it 1is sung (4if

regional), and on the life of the author (if important).

Criteria in selecting.- In selecting a song for foreign
language lessons, e=sach  should be judged on the basis  of

the following criteria:

1. Olarity and distinctiveness of the spoken language.
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2, Level and difficulty of the vocabulary used.

H. Vocabulary according to the lesson.

4, The speed of the spoken language.

5, Correctness and avthenticity of the foreign language.

H.  Appropriateness for the puwrpose it is to serve.

Special  Songs used in Vocabulary reinforcement.-  Although

songs  may be presented both, for the purpose of cuthral
enrichment and development of the linguistic ability in the

new language, the basic reason for presenting them is  to

give the students further drill in using familiar
vocabulary by means of an exciting éong, The ingenious

teacher, who recognizes this valug can develop technigues

for teaching simple songs in order to reinforce vocabulary.

He must choose a song based on voocabulary items that
the students have learned. Such songs  are  speclially

effoctive when used as culminating activities, thus, the
students through attractive practice, can reinforce the

language concepts that have been given as a part of their

lessons.

S.4.%. LISTENMING COMFREHENSTON

The program’s auxiliary cassette includes
Listening-Comprehension exercises. Here, the students
must  follow cassebtbe’ s instructions, (this could vary
according  to  the lesson). They are divided into 4

parts:

First Fart: Commonly, this part is referred to as sound’s

discrimination. Thus, the students have to
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circle the heard sounds. In the space provided, the

students write words that they hear on a sentence.

Second Fart: The student listens to a paragraph in  order
to complete the exercise by writing the

correct answer to the guestlions given.

Third Fart: First, & passage is read, then the student

must fill in the omitted words. The passage
will be read once (the student can rewind the tape if
necessafy)ﬂ The passage on the booklet should make sense

after filling in the blanks.

Fourth Part: DICTATION.~ This is the final part of aural
gxercises on the program. The student must
write the passage heard on the cassette with the following

shrategy:

a. The passage will be read three times, first at normal
speed, far  the student to listen to; second, at
dictation speed with punctustion for the student to

copy: and finally for checking the work done.

. The student can repeat the cassette as many times as he
thinks necessary, in order to check what he hears and

Wil Les.

Lndoubtedly, these four parts are very important,
ﬁecause the greatest effectiveness of the recorded material
is in  the practice of aural comprehension, which is the
most interesting exercise to be put on tapes. ﬁﬁecdutee,

POEMS 5 prose passages, dialogues and conversations may be
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gﬁedu A direct connection with the lesson can be made by
taping selections from the textbook used by the student.
In fact, if prepared with some skill, the comprehension
leason may involve practice in pronunciation, the learning
of new vocabulary, answering questions on content (reading

comprehension) and even, a dictation exercise.

With respect to dictation, as it is indicated in the
strategy, the passage 1s read three times; we cpnsid@r that
two  readings at different speeds suffice to save space in
the tapse and, considering that the student can rewind the
cassette if needed. The first reading could be fluent; the
gecand one couwld be in phrase groups for writing. Since
wrriting is much slower than oral repetition, the recording
should be made so that even the moderately slow writer

.

can follow it.

ok % % X
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b.  SAMPLE SELECTION AND DESCRIFTION

According to the fourfold aim of language t:sseu::l‘u'_.ng3I the
sltages in  acquiring a foreign  tongue are  listening,
speaking, reading and writing. Fractically all language
teachers and students agreed that grammar translations and
Feading methods are outmoded and that the aural-oral
objective is the most desirable one in leraning & language.
For  this  reason we applied an inguest to 213 students of
Feritaie of V and VI levels of several Associated Centers
of  the Open University in order to know Lf  the audio-
cassette has produced satisfactory results in the oral

communication.
b.1l. THE  INOUEST

The inguest was written in Spanish to avoid  any
confussion of the gquested students and with the purpose of

getting clear and honest answers.
The inguest was divided into & parts:

1. Linguistic Background of the Quested Students.
2. FRadio and Television with Foreigns Language Frograms in
our Country.

., The Tape Recorder and the Audio-Cassette in the
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Develmpmemt of the Speaking Aim, Self~evaluatimny and
Self~criticism.
4, The Audio—-Cassebtts in an Xntegrated l.earning Frocess.
%, FPreference of the students about the content of the
cassetite.

L. Cassetbtes Guality.

ESTUDIANTE DE PERITAJE EN INGLES:

Considerando qué las deficiencias en la comunicacion
oral del Inglés se deben a factores metodolagicos vy
recursns inadecuados para propiciar su desarrollo, estamos
interesados en conocer e identificar en quée grado el wuso
del audio-cassette ha producido resultados satisfactorios.
Fedimos a2 usted contestar la siguiente encuesta en  una

forma clara y honesta,
Margue corn una X donde usted crea conveniente.

1. ) Sus estudios secundarios los realizd en:
-~ Lolegio Monaolingue

-  (Colegico RBilingue ,

D) LEn su casa existe algin familiar que hable Inglés?

c) STiene o ha tenido la oportunidad de relacionarse
con una o algunas personas diestras en el idioma

inglés?

n
ot
z
j
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- LBL su respuesta es  Sl. En qué porcentalie
comprande 1o gque esa 0 esas personas hablan?
e - 4% ... b@%h = 100% .

JEsts usted en capacidad de responder en forma oral

cuando se le habla en Inglés?

=3 . NO
- &i85i su respuesta s 8I. En qué porcentaje?
207 4an .. =1 =L - B ' —

STiene la oportunidad de ver programas televisados

en Ingléag?

cTiene en  su casa un toca-cassette que grabe vy

reproduzca 1 sonido?

SHa  grabado vy luego escuchado su pronunciacion del
idioma inglés?

51 ' NO

LOree que el uso del audio-cassette le ayvuda a

desarrollar su comunicacidon oral?

B
[
B
el
[ )
a
1
o)

LOuwantas - horas semanales s practicar con

2]l audio-cassette?




&9

k) LOud parte del cassette le interesa mas escuchar?

[

Reading Listening-Comprehension

Fromunciation

Ao 1) LCual es su parecer de los cassettes que la

Universidad expende?

l.a calidad del material es:

huena regular mala

El precio es:

caro barato __ aceptable

El mensaje grabado es:

claro regular no se entiende

6.2. RESULTS:

6.2.1. LINGUISTIC BACEGROUND OF THE QUESTED

STUDENTS.

OQuestion l.a. Sus estudios secundarios los realizd en:

CHART 1
Tipo de colegio Frecuencia %
Colegio Bilingue 117 B A7 .21
Colegio Monolingue 131 LB DT
No contestan 4 1.84
215 F9.90




Guestion l.b.

Inglés?

SEN su casa existe algan

CHART

-

e

7@

familiar que hable

Alternativa Frecuencia 7
&1 S 15.81
NO 177 2.2
No contestan 4 1.84
215 99 .99
Question l.c. dTiene o ha tenido la oportunidad de
relacionarse Ccon wna o 2 algunas  personas
diestras en el idioma Inglés?
CHART ZA
Alternativea Frecuencia

A

51 1354 H2 33
nNEd 81 7 .67
218 PP.99
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Question l.c.l. &Bi su respuesta es 851. En qué porcentaje
comprende 1o que esa 0 0 #88%4as  [Personas

hablan?

CHART 3R

5t

Forcentaje de comprension Frecusncia VA
20% 44 4032
48% 28 15.08
LB 24 15.80
. T T ..{ e o e e ]
=104 48 29.85
18a% ' 8 3.97
134 106.14

Cuestion l.d.

LEstéd Ud. en capacidad de responder en forma

nral cuando se le habla en Inglés?

CHART 44
Alternativa .Frecuencia %
51 159 TE.95
NO ¥ 26 .04
215 P.99




Question l.d.l. &81 su respuesta es Sl. En oque  porcen-—
taje?
CHART 4R
Farcentaje de comprensidn - Frecuencia %

287 72 O ABE8
4@% ' 11 7 .08
LB 235 14.44
8a% 49 F1.809
1@a 4 2.91

159 18@.25

According  to the results of the guestion 1 (literals
a, b, . d) we have found that hearing a language spoken
BVErY day does not necessarily lead to correct
pronunciation and acouwrate speech, for instance: from 215 a
7% of  the quested atudents have studied in  bilingual
schaols, & 164 have relatives who speak English and a ﬂ%
of the students have had the copportunity to be related with
sillful pesople in English language, bubt this situation did
ot influence for wunderstanding and speaking adequately.
Only 35,82 of the students wnderstand what fh@y heard and

oy -

BE.0% can respond orally in English (Charts: 1, 2, 3, 4).

The fact is that they have never listened with
moncentrétion and  have nev&k tried to analyrze what they
have heard. Students must be trained to listen critically
as well as coaonversationallys there must be an attitude of
concentration as well as appreciation in order to get the

efficacy of Lthe audio-cassetie.
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Language mastery demands the development of habits of
aufomatic response.  This can be aahieved only by freguent,
highly motivated drill exercises and much repetition. The
audio-cassette, can accomplish that which the ordinary
classroom cannot. The use of orthophonic devices increases
the quality and the quanﬁity of the students performance,
but it requires attention, concentration, Iand application

if it is to bhe effective.

We have to analyze also, the social sense of the
ANSWers, because, we can find.anly in big cities of Quito
and Guayaguil, bilingual schools. Here, the students have
the opportunity to learn- Emth 1amguage%g but, this
opportunity is limited, due to its high cost; Jjust people

of high economic position can attend to bilingual schools.

flso, most of people who go to the United States, are
immigrants. They want to get much money, working there.
Fut  they are not really interested in learning the English

language .
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2.8, TELEVISION AND RADIO WITH FORETGN

LANGUAGE FROGRAMS IN OUR COUNTRY .

Puestion 2.e. dTiene o ha tenido la oportunidad de ver

programas televisados en Inglés?

CHART 5
AL TERNATIVA
L. U & AR
S1 N
Zaruma 1
San Gabriel z
Guaranda 1 7
Riobamba &
Azogues 4
Sto. Domingo 5
Fortovelo 1
Fifas 2
Duevedo A
Cariamanga i
Tulcan =
Cafar 1
Tena 1
Chone i 5
Manta =z 1
Fortoviejo A
Loja ‘ 2 9
Machala = 11
Ambhato , .8 13
Auito =29 4
Eemaeraldas 1 4
Cuenca & 4
Ibharra 5 1
Latacunga 2 9
Guayaquil 33 9
l.a Libertad, Sta. Rosa
Huaguillas, Fasaje &
No contestan {7 ?H 113
(3.28%) (44.,18%) (52.58%)
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Duestion 2.f. ATiene n ha tenido la oportunidad de
escuchar programas radiales en Inglés?
CHART 6
AL TERNATIVA
. UG AR
a1 MO
Zaruma 1
San Gabriel 2
Guaranda 1 7
Riobamba 1 1
Azogues 5 &
Sto. Domingo ) &
Fortovelo 1
Fifias &
Ouevedo A
Caﬁiamanga 1
Tulcan X
Canar 1
Tena 1
Chone &
Manta &
Fortovieio i 2
Loja g &
Machala 2 9
Ambato 7 14
Quito =8 Q
Ezsmeraldas 5
Cuenca 9 1
Ibarvra b 1
CLatacunga & i
Guavaoguil 20 232
La Libertad, Sta. Rosa
Huaquillaes, Fasaie i 5
TOTAL 182 113
FORCENTAJE 47 . 44% 2. 85%
Listening is a skill which can be developed. The

student is continually expossed to

of

people spend a good deal of

highly

developed

techniques

their

sound.
in

time in

In our modern age

communication,

listening

many

to mass
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meactia. Almost every Ecuadorian at home has a radio set,
the broadecast is one of the most widely used mass media for
communication. Ttes wvalue in advertising was. recognized
almost from the start, and that phase of radio broadcasting

will uwndoubtedly remain a permanent one in this country.

The syaten of commercial sponsoring BEEMES firmly
established. In other countries, where the government

maintains the stations, such sponsorship is not necessaryi

hence no "commercials".

Ail of Lhe guested éﬁudenta have a radio set, bub,
sad to say, a weakness of radio in our country is the ever
disappearance of purely aducational broadcasts on  the
larger nation wide hookups, also  the impossibility  to
secure a local station at moderate cost for educational

broadecasting and for the teaching of foreign languages.

However according to the rezulté ({charts 3,6) in the
big oities of Quite and Guayaguil, students have the
opportunity  of dialing af home effectively some stations
with foreign language programs. But there are a number of
crawbacks in connection with commercial concerns to settle
expenses. Those and other cities also have the opportunily
to  listen to songs  in the foreign  language that are

presented to enrich the flavor of English musical program.

They are programmed chiefly for enioyment, thou the
students need nobt understand all the words. Howaver, with

this kind of programs they may taste a bit of life in a
foreign country: they might acquire a good stock of usaful
evpressions  in English, and learn a number of deligthful

SONGS .
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With regard to Television it is deplorable that in
Ecuador, where television has reached a higher development,
educational programs are S0 poor. They are scant in
Spanish, and in English they do not exist. Television
should do what the teacher cannot do. This is especially
vital in the teaching of foreign langueages. Here is a
marvelous instrument offering wonderful possibilities which

have not even been tapped.

Rarely, 1in the big cities, are televised programs
offered by the UTPL, where foreign languages are taught on
the screen. Therefore the quested students think that the
programs must be vastly improved:; they are not coordinated
with the total teaching situation and they don’t allow for

active participation of the learner.

However these kinds of programs are ideal for
presenting simultanecusly the two most important facets of

language learning: facility in speaking and acguaintance

with the foreign culture. To make listening to mass media
effective, education must develop the critical and

discriminating sense in the student.

&.2.%. THE TAFE RECORDER AND THE AUDIO-CASSETTE
IN THE DEVELOFMENT OF THE SFEARING AIM,

SELF-EVALUATION AND SELF-CRITICISH.
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Question Z.q. dTiene en su casa un toca-cassette que grabe

vy reproduzca el sonido?

CHART 7
Alternativa Frecuencia 7
51 200 GE.00
NG 14 b5
No contestan 1 @.4
215 99.9

Question 3.h. &Ha grabado v luego escuchado su pronuncia-

cion del idioma inglés?

CHART 8
Alternativa ' Frecusncia A
51 . QR ' 41 .86
MO . A 129 55.81
Mo contestan a 2,32
21E QP99

As  stated before, audio-cassetites make listening
available to the students at all times, and if they héve
been motivated properly, the special repetitive practice
furnished by this device may help them in developing the

speaking skill.



Through this listening activity,

their ears to finer distinctions of sound afdg

led to develop some powers of critical

ﬁmcmrﬂingv to the results, the 23% of @ the students
have tape plavers that record and reproduace sound, but only
42%  of those students have recorvded and then listened Lo
their English pronunciation (charts 7.:8). Students must be
motivated to record their own tapes; a-pmwewful incentive
;a the assuwrance bthat sooner or later the student will be
able to spegabk the language with ease. The deferring of
present to  future wubility depends upon  the skill and
persuasivensss of the tescher. For this resson the student
must  be encouraged for listening to his own recorded voice
since audio-cassettes affmrd the students this opportunity
and allow thém to  imMtate a variety of voices during

repetition practice.

A student studying independently with his own  tape
can work on back lessons for reviewing or take advantage of
the self-pacing feature to move ahead in the program or in
the texlt bool. Also, if he wishes, he can dispose of a
blank tape to record his own voice for later self-analysis
Qr‘swlfwgradiﬁg camparing his performance with that of the

mocie] . The student can erase his own recording and b

~

na

i

ALgAain. This can be done any number of times wntil i

student feels that his performance is nearly perfect.
LH.2.4.  THE AUDIO CASSETTE  IN AN INTEGRATED

LEARNING FROCESS.
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7 .
Duestion 4.i. dC0ree que el uso de audio-cassette le ayuda
a desarrollar su comunicacidn oral?
CHART 9
Alteréativa Frecusncia A
&1 193 89 .74
N 9 4,18
Mo contestan 13 b B4
215 P9 .88

fAueastion 4.5,

samanales

sOuantas horas 4]
car con el audio-cassette?
CHART 1@

dedica a practi-

fAlternativa Frecusncia A

~No practican 1é 7

De @2 a 5 horas 148 H9

De 5 a 180 horas @ 14

Cuando dispone de tiempo 11 b

Cuando va a resolver la b 5]
prrogramac 1on

No contestaron 4 &

215 1@

fAccording  to Chart 2 more than 28% students

think

develop the oral communication.

Aural comprehension, is one of the basic

that the

linguistic sound

firah

use of the audio-cas

hefare

ane Can

sathe
They say

reproduce

akills in

them to

"one has to hear

them" .

learning
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a foreign  language. In order to reach a satisfactory
astandard in this skill the learner showld first of all be
able to recognize the sound of the target language. Ha

should be able to discriminate these sound in the same way

as  a native speaker does. B, students are concious of
that the ability .to pronounce fluently and accourately
depends on the Isarner’'s listening with care and

understanding.

Im spite of thinking so, there are students that do
not practice with the auvdio-cassette, 497 practice less
than 3 howrs per weeky and only 14% practice aproximately

18 hours per week (Ohart 18).

It is  important  to  prepare students from the

beginning for the kind of practice they must do with the

audio-cassetle. This orientation may be given in  the
program  or by means of an  introductory  tape. Students

should realize that they will learn to understand a foreign
language only by hearing it freqguently: thus, they will not
learn  to speak it with sase unless they have frequent and
systematic praﬁfic@ in  repeating regularly different
combinations of language elements. They must not be led to
believe that the awdio-cassette ié a short and effortless

road to language mastery., but must see it as an step of an

integrated learning process, demanding Wk arcl
concentration on their part. Many students are at first

confused on  hearing auvbthentic native speech spoken at

normal speed. They must understand that this confusion
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will pass away as they esars become more trained and as

their knowledge incresses.

A, SAue parte del cassette le interesa mas escuchar?

CHART 11

Freferencia
Alternativa de los %
Estudiantes
Reading (=10 27 .9
Speak F1i 234
Listening S 24 .65
No contestaron 11 9.11
2158 100.08
According  to the results obtained from the question:

Nﬁat part of the cassette do you like to listen more?; we
have found that 91 students, which corresponds to 4éu34% af
the quested students prefer SFEAE; the second place of
preference has READING with 60 studentes, equal to 27.9%;
and with a short difference from the above one, there are

5% ghudents who like LISTENING part: that is 24.654 of the

gquested students.

"SEFEAK"  enclose the preference of most of students,
since in  this part, the student has the opportunity to
practice English orally, and on the other hand, we consider
that the variety of exercises that are included in  the
Speak part, calls the student’'s attention. -~ Also, the
student is interssted in lsarning the vocabulary given in

this part.



YREADINGY and "LISTENING" have almost

It shows that, taking into account the previous study af
the cassetbtes made by us; Readings on these cassettes tend
to be long and without motivation for the students. The
students generally experience little difficulty reading
méterials that include kEnown vmcabulary and every day
topics those that  they may not be familiar, such as,

palitical or scientific readings.

Listening interests the less number of students with
a D4.65%4 of the sample. It could be because students are
mot  taught to listen, also they consider Listening as &

passive skill.

2

He  SCual  es su parecer acerca de los cassebbtes gue la

Lniversidad expende?

CHART 12
Calidad Freacio Mensaie Grabado
Alternativa X PA Qlternativa X % Alternativa X A
Buena g8 I7.280|Caro 48 EE?EE Clarao "7 246.51
Regular 181 44.98Aceptable 144 A7.%9 (Regular 12% 57.28
Mala 29 13.49|Barato 12 5.58iNo se en—
: tiende. 27 12.56
Mo contestan b 2.33 I No contestan 9 4,19 (Mo contestan 8 A.72
215 1902.908 215 190.@ 215 99.99
At  the end of the inquest, we have made a general

guestion that was: Which is vyour opinion about the

cassettes that the University offers?. This guestion was




elaborated with the purpose of knowing to what
cassette, theme of our study, is at hand fo

of Feritaje.

Referring to gquality, only 29 students that
correspond to 1735.49% answer that it is bady the other ones
think that the cassette has a good guality. When we talk
about price, we make a pause, because 48 students that is
ryry e

RRLERY consider that the cassette is cheap, and i1t is a

fact that must be consideresad.

123 students say that the recorded mnessage is
regular, this is equal to 57.20%4 of the quested students,

while the Z6.31% of the students think that the recorded
message  is clear. Only 27 students, corresponding to =a
small ﬁorcentage of 12.546% do not understand the recorded’
message, although, it is important o make or to develop

new technigques to avoid this completely.

We think that this guestion answered by the students
Mas a high degree of thruthfulness, since the ingquest had

not identification.

Finally, we bel;eva that according to the answers,
the students are alike with physical characteristics of the
cassettes, and this shows that it is not a factor which
impedess the development of oral communication through the
use of this audio—-cassetite of the at-a-distance system of

studiss.

L I I
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7. CONCLUSIO

7.1. The

the

mas

NS AND RECOMMENDAT IONS

recording studio of the UTPL does not meet
necessary conditions required for making

ter recordings.

The studio should be located in  the guiest

part of the building.

The room should be soundproofed to  exclude
extransous noises such as  passing buses,

playground noises, and slamming doors.

The space for the recording  instruments
shouwld be separated from the studio proper
where the speakers would be in contact through
a soundproof window. This is done s0 fhat

noises coming  from  the machinery and the

technician will not be recorded.

The soundproof area may have walls with
stagoered vertical studs interwoven with
L1l

fiberglass insulation (Fig. Appendix 1A); a 2

X 6" plate is used, and the 2" X 4" studs



alternate sides. A double door, well
weatherstripped, excludes outside noise. e

window at eve level in each door is advisable.

The soundproof window between the studioc and

the instrument room may be as  largse as
desired. It is double glazed, that is, two

panes of glass of different thicknesses are
wsmed,  and one is set at an angle to the other

(Fig. Appendix 1R).

The interior of the studio should be lined
with acoustical tile or bung with coarse
trapes., The floor should be of cork tile or

cesp pil@'carpeting.

In view that considerable heat is generated by
the electronic devices. It is therefore
necessary to plan for gdequate ventilation, as
agir—~condition-room, should be made with sound

traps .

The electric illumination should be such that
it does notb interf&re'with electric devices.
If flouwrsscent linghting is used, it must
opetate silently. The ballasts in such lights

often buzs loudly enough to ruin master tapes.

A intercom between the studio and the

ingtrument room is necessary. The loudspeaker

ashould  be installed in the ceiling or wall or
the studio and wired so  that no feedback

QUOLIrS
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The

8a

Auxiliary fittings _mighh include - a large
timing clock showing espired minutes and.

seconds, a blackboard (for reminding one of
the tape number, etc.) a table, and some

creak-free chairs.

student cannot be expected to hear all the

nuances of the speech on the tape unless they are

faithfully recorded.

On

If  an experienced person is asked to prepare

tapes to accompany a prescribed testboolk, he

showld first get acquainted with the
preparation o f the material and the

corresponding  scripts and, if it is possible
he shouwld attend a seminar or workshop before
attempting to work on his own. Im this way
many pitfalls will be avoided, and time will
nok he' wasted on materials which are
frustrating tp the student and disappointing

tey their hard-working creator.

The tapes should be prepared by cultured
native speakers, o the ﬁtﬁd@nt can listen to

perfect models. Even if the Ecuadorian

cher is well trained,; he wont give all the
nuances  and intonation to his speech, which

the native uses.

the audio-cassette of the UTPL, the speaker
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tends to introduce variations in tone and tempo
to make it easier for the student to understand.
However, those changes do not help the listener
at all. They are usually exposed to normal

conversational speed.

Voice guality is very important. In detached
sentences and deills  the volume and tone

should remain unchanged.

«  The teacher should speak in a natural, relaxed
manner; the subject should be presented with
warmth and interest. NMothing is mmre.deadly
than a monotonous, clul l arc .umiﬁpired

production.

. In order to prevent pauses, omissions  and
corrections 1t is highly recommended for  the
teacher to e qguite familiar with the

material.

The taped presentation is intended to develop in
the student the ability to understand the spoken
languagé in life situations, and give him
facility in expressing himself freely. The
ability to pronounce fluently and accurately
depends on the learner’'s listening with care and

undefstandingn

. Throught careful listening, imitative

repetition, and intensive practice. students

can  attain automatic use of speech patterns



@

for Progressing effectively toward oral
development in the new language.

. Listening seems, oﬁ the surface., Lo be a very
simple, passive,., recepltive process. Actually
it reguires, attention, concentration, and

aplication if it is to be effective.

According to our work, we can summarize that the
use of the auwdio cassette aids language learning

in the following ways:

Fractically &ll of the objectives of a language
course can be achieved with the audio-cassettes
speaking. understanding. pronouncing, learning
vocabularyg carrying on . a conversation,
memorizing, reading and dictation.

~
i

The near-ideal pronunciation of native speakers

is always available with the audio—cassette.

Students become readily accustomed to different
kinds of vmicés'*male and female, o0ld and young,
coarse and fine, etc., while in a conventional

classroom it is heard only the teacher’' s voice.

With the audio-cassette the student can listen fo
over and aver again. “Repetitio mater

studiorum".

The audio-cassette gives every student an
opportunity to practice individually during a

whole period. In & classroom the student
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generally recites or speaks but a few minutes at

each session.

The audio-cassette allows for immediate
correction. The student can compare his

performance at once with the recording.

Although the machine cannot replace the teacher,
in at—a-distance system it relieQes the teacher
of many tasks. With the audio-cassette the
student can get much additional practice. f

machine does not tire.

By constant repetition and oral drill the student
acquires easily a new set of speech habits -~ the

real objective of learning a foreign language.

v Therefors, students should be stimulated to do
a continuous and freguent uwse of the casseltte
in order to achieve good levels in  listening

comprehension and speaking.

. 1t is necessary to awake the interest of the
students for oral drilling with the help of

the cassetie.

Despite its many advantages, the audio—cassete

doss  not solve all problems in the feaching of forelgn
languages. Since it is, after all, & machine, and as we
said, it cannot replace the teacher., It can be a very

effective aid, however, it is and must remain as  an

auxiliary device.



Every mechanical device for learning has its
advantages and its disadvantages. In the case of the
audio~cassette the chief danger is that the procedures may
hecoms monotonous. If the student’s alertness is  not
maintained, he will become drowsy and only half listen to-
what is being said. Monotony may be eliminated by the
following recommendations:

. fAvoide the use of lengthy recordings.

. Introduce musical selections.

. FProvide muc b opportunity for the student

T participation. This can be done by allowing

pauses in the tapes for the student to repeat.

¥ % X X X

G2
2
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APPENDIX 1A,

~~Sotmdproof wall showing offset studs and interwoven
fiberglass batts ‘

 APPENDIX = 1B.

Acoustic tile

/ Air space

/

o

: Soundproof studio window (cross section)
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